Zion Lutheran Church

... formy
eyes have
seen your
salvation,...
Li

December 315, 2023
First Sunday aofter Christmas




Vespers with Holy Communion

Opening Versicles
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(L] O Lord, o-pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to de-liv - er me;
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

Common: Praise to You, O Christ. Al - le - lu -




Hymn -- O God, Our Help in Ages Past #733
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1 O God, our help in a - ges past, Our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood Or earth re-ceived her frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in Thy sight Are like an eve-ning gone,
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Our shel - ter from the storm-y blast, And our e - ter - nal home:

Suf - fi - cient is Thine arm

Short as

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

Readings From Holy Scripture

First Reading -- Isaiah 61:10—62:3

a - lone,
From ev - er - last - ing Thou art God,
the watch that ends the night

And our de-fense is sure.
To end-less years the same.
Be - fore the ris - ing sun.

6 O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

Text and tune: Public domain

| will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord GoD will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.

For Zion's sake | will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not be quiet,
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,




and her salvation as a burning torch.
The nations shall see your righteousness,
and all the kings your glory,
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading - Galatians 4:4-7

When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman,
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son,
and if a son, then an heir through God.

[P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Third Reading - Luke 2:22-40

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses,
[Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it
is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every male who first opens the womb shall be
called holy to the Lord") and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law
of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the
Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation




that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword
will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.”

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from
when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him
to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord,
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory

fA u Verse To Refrain
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(L] 1 Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth,
2 Unite my heart to fear Your name that I may walk in Your truth.

3 Glory be to the
Fatherand to the Son  and to the Holy Spir - it

Refrain
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Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Sermon




Magnificat
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My soul now mag - ni - fies the Lord; My spir - it
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2 For He a - lone who shows such might Has done a -
3 His arm is  strong; His strength is great.  He  scat - ters
4 He feeds the hun - gry as His own;  The wealth-y
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leaps for  joy in Him. He keeps me in His kind re -
maz - ing things to me. His mer - cy flows; His name like
those of proud in - tent Andcasts them down from high es -
leave with emp - ty hands. He gives His help to Is - ra-
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gard, And 1 am blest for time to come.
light Re - mains in time per - pet - ual - ly.
tate, Then gives the low  His nour - ish - ment.
el; His gra - cious prom - ise al - ways stands.
Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

Litany

(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P] For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the
people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that
they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P] For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for
peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For those who need healing, especially . . . [additional bids for prayer may be
inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P] For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give
thanks to the Lord:

Alleluia.

(P} Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one

another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
To You, O Lord.

Lord’s Prayer




Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: "Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My -} blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Distribution

If you are visiting us today from a Christian denomination outside the
Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod, we welcome you to come to the altar to receive a
baptismal blessing. Please signify by crossing your arms over your chest upon kneeling.




Collect for Peace

P

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we,
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

P

P

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.




Closing Hymn - Abide with Me #878
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
21 need Thy pres - ence ev - ‘ry pass - ing hour;
3 Come not in ter - rors, as the King of kings,
4 Swift to its close  ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
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The dark -ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
What but Thy grace can foil the tempt-er’s pow’r?
But kind and good, with heal -ing in Thy wings;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glo - ries pass a - way;
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When oth - er help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
Who like Thy - self my guide and stay can  be?
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev - 'ry  plea.
Change and de - cay in all a-round I see;
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Help of the  help-less, O a - bide with me.
Through cloud and sun-shine, O a - bide with me.
Come, Friend of  sin - ners, thus a - bide with me.
0 Thou who chang -est not, a - bide with me.

5 | fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
llls have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death'’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
| triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav'n's morning breaks, and earth'’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Text and tune: Public domain




t Service Participants *
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Edward Grimenstein
Music Director: Mark Killinger
The Organist: Sandy Quinlan
The Elders: (2 pm) Jim Neill, Bob Schmidt; (7 pm) Bill Bishop, Mike Kroeger
The Acolyte: Elder
Altar Guild: Janet & Marian Oelschlager

ALTAR FLOWERS & ETERNAL LIGHT are given by Nancy & Paul Klemash in
memory of loved ones; and by Zion Lutheran Church in honor of the Triune God.

ALTAR FLOWER & ETERNAL LIGHT SPONSORSHIPS for
dates in 2024 are now available in the back of the sanctuary!
Members may sponsor in honor of (or in memory of) a loved
one ... or in celebration of a special occasion.

2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES & SPONSORSHIPS FOR
Advent 4 0 4 & ALTAR FLOWERS/ETERNAL LIGHT are available in the
Oﬁen?g | | MJ back of the sanctuary. All members have envelopes,

except those who regularly contribute online.

CHRISTMAS DECORATION TAKE DOWN next Saturday,
1/6 at 10 am in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. Join us!
A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. Your help is much
appreciated, as many hands make light work!

Last Week in Worship
Christmas Eve Worship Attendance (12/24) — 107 (2 pm); 135 (7 pm)
Christmas Day Worship Attendance (12/25) — 35 (10 am)
Plate Offerings (12/24 & 12/25) - $3971 Online Offering — $17,355
Online giving is available on Zion's website at www.zlcb.org/donate



http://www.zlcb.org/donate

Zion Women's Book Club
Spring Selection

Based on historical fact, this PRy p——
novel, written by a beloved LCMS PONTIUS
author, portrays Pilate's rise to JIY ] A
power, his politicking with :
national and religious leaders,
and his pronouncement of a
verdict that changed the world.

We'll meet in March - date and
time TBD - happy reading!!

Available at Amazon or CPH.

CALLING ADULTS AGES 26 AND UP!!

1.

E E Synod is accepting applications for Gathering
I_|J Ambassadors. Ambassadors are adults who
serve in many different capacities for the

duration of the Gathering. They are servant
ENODURE s T

leaders and trusted voices, helping

2025 Youth Gathering participants have a safe and remarkable
July 19-23, New Orleans experience. If you're interested in applying or
learning more, please see Tevia Grimenstein.




CONFIRMATION

Interested in becoming a member?

Pastor Grimenstein will be starting an

Adult Confirmation Class on

Thurs., January 11th at 6:00 for those
interested in learning more about the
Lutheran faith who are considering
church membership. The class is
also open to current members
interested in a "refresher” on the
basics of the faith. The class will meet
every Thursday from 6:00-6:45 for six
weeks and will cover topics ranging
from Baptism to the Ten

Commandments.

Please email Zion secretary Susie

Bishop secretary@zIcb.org to let her

know you're interested in joining the

class.




