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OUR PEACE RESTS ON HIM ALONE 

During one of the busiest and most stressful times of the year, we pause 

this third week of Advent and consider the source of real and abiding 

peace. This harmony with both God and others comes to us neither 

through our exertions of control nor through our best-laid plans, but 

through the reign of our Mighty God come near to us in Jesus, His one 

and only Son. The fulfillment of our everlasting Father’s perfectly executed 

plan to save the world is revealed to us in the straw of the Bethlehem 

manger and then, some thirty-three years later, in the wood and nails of 

Calvary’s cross. Amid the disorder of our chaotic lives, our Prince of Peace 

gives us what the world can never give. Let us center our hearts and minds 

on our Wonderful Counselor, who freely gives His everything so that our 

peace may rest on Him alone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Opening Hymn (7:00 only) – Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord      #352 

 

 

 

 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

                                                                                                  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 



 

 
 

Opening Sentences                                  Psalm 126 

P When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

C we were like those who dream. 

P Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

C and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

P then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for 

them.” 

C The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad. 

P Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the Negeb! 

C Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy! 

P He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 

C shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

P When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

C we were like those who dream. 

 

 

+ READINGS + 

First Reading – Isaiah 9:1-7 
     But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former 

time He brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 

Naphtali, but in the latter time He has made glorious the way of the 

sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 

You have multiplied the nation; 

You have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before You 



 

 
 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

For the yoke of his burden, 

and the staff for his shoulder, 

the rod of his oppressor, 

You have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

and every garment rolled in blood 

will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 

and His name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of His government and of peace 

there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over His kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

    The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Second Reading – Romans 12:9-21 

 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 

Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 

showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 

Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 



 

 
 

 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in 

harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the 

lowly. Never be conceited. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought 

to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it 

depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 

“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if 

your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to 

drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not 

be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

P    O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Third Reading – Luke 1:46-55 

 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

 and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is for those who fear him 

 from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 

he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

 and exalted those of humble estate; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

 and the rich he has sent empty away. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

 in remembrance of his mercy, 



 

 
 

as he spoke to our fathers, 

 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

P    O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory for Advent  

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David 

a righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

P In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

Sermon Hymn (7:00 PM only) – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel     #357 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain 

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. 

Refrain 

 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times didst give the Law 

In cloud and majesty and awe. 

Refrain 

  4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

Refrain 

                                  Cont’d. 



5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery.  

    Refrain 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Refrain 

7     O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

                Text: Public domain 

 
                                                                                           

Sermon 

+ Prayer + 

 

Kyrie  

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

+ LITANY + 

 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



 

 
 

P For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for 

all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 

government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and 

strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this 

and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here 

present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 

peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give 

thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 



 

 
 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Distribution 

If you are visiting us today from a Christian denomination outside the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we welcome you to come to the altar to receive a 

baptismal blessing. Please signify by crossing your arms over your chest upon kneeling. 
 
 
 

Collects 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 



 

 
 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 

that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that 

we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus  

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer 

P During this season of Advent, we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus”, Prince of 

Peace, 

C come, Lord Jesus. 

P bring peace in the land, 

C come, Lord Jesus. 

P make us lie down in peace, 

C come, Lord Jesus. 

P grant peace in our hearts, 

C come, Lord Jesus. 

P may we live in peace with one another, 

C come, Lord Jesus. 

P That as peacemakers we may inherit the earth, 

C come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P His name shall be called 

C Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 



 

 
 

P Go forth then, children of God, living securely in Him and in harmony with 

one another, rejoicing in His presence and knowing His perfect peace. The 

blessing of almighty God—the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit—be 

with you and remain with you always. 

C Amen. 

Closing Hymn (7:00 PM) – Once He Came in Blessing      #333 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004720 
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 

 

 

© 2023 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce 
this page for use in congregational settings. All other rights reserved. 
  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        There will be three opportunities for 
        Christmas worship at Zion: 

 Christmas Eve (Sunday 12/24) service at 2 pm 

 Christmas Eve (Sunday 12/24) service at 7 pm 

 Christmas Day (Monday 12/25) service at 10 am 

   
                          A Prelude of special Christmas music …  

will be played prior to the start of each Christmas 
Eve Worship Service.  The afternoon prelude will 

begin at 1:30 pm; evening prelude at 6:00 pm.    
Come early to enjoy the beautiful sounds of this holy 

season! 

  

 
 
 

 

2024 Offering Envelopes & Sponsorships for Altar 
Flowers/Eternal Light are available in the back of 
the sanctuary. All members have envelopes, except 
those who regularly contribute online. 

New Year’s Eve (Sunday 12/31) services at 2 & 7 pm 
      No morning services or Bible Study/Sunday School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE 
NOTE:  

Because 

Christmas 

Eve falls on a 

Sunday, 

there will be 

no morning 

services, or 

SS, on 

Sunday 

12/24 



 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 


