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LOOK UP! THE STAR OF PEACE DRAWS NEAR 

The season of Advent is filled with the relentless seeking of things. 

Shopping is in full swing, and we hear the promise again and again: If we 

have all the right stuff, buy all the perfect gifts, attend all the posh parties, 

and decorate with all the trendy decorations, then we will feel complete 

and at peace. Counter this line of thinking with what God’s Word teaches 

us about contentment. The apostle Paul writes, “Now there is great gain in 

godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing into the world, and 

we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and 

clothing, with these we will be content” (1 Timothy 6:6–8). As we pause 

during this first week of Advent and pray for the Lord to stir up our hearts 

for the arrival of His Son, we remember the story of the ancient Magi, who 

followed the star and found contentment in the King who had been born 

to save them. Jesus now invites us also to follow Him and receive from 

Him that same peace, that “godliness with contentment,” which the Magi 

also received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Opening Hymn (7:00 PM only) – Savior of the Nations, Come    #332 

 

 

 

 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 

Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110004720  Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 
 

                

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 

 
 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

 

 

Opening Sentences  Psalm 80:1-7 

P Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock! 

C You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

P Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, 

C stir up Your might and come to save us! 

P Restore us, O God; 

C let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

P O LORD God of hosts, 

C how long will You be angry with Your people’s prayers? 

P You have fed them with the bread of tears 

C and given them tears to drink in full measure. 

P You make us an object of contention for our neighbors, 

C and our enemies laugh among themselves. 

P Restore us, O God of hosts; 

C let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

P Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock! 

C You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 



 

 
 

+ READINGS + 

First Reading – Leviticus 26:3-6 

 “If you walk in my statutes and observe my commandments and do 

them, then I will give you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield 

its increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. Your threshing 

shall last to the time of the grape harvest, and the grape harvest shall last 

to the time for sowing. And you shall eat your bread to the full and dwell 

in your land securely. I will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down, 

and none shall make you afraid. And I will remove harmful beasts from the 

land, and the sword shall not go through your land. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Second Reading – 1 Timothy 6:6-9  

 Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought 

nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But 

if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who 

desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and 

harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 

P    O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Third Reading -- Matthew 2:1-2, 9-10 

 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 

the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, 

“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star 

when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star 

that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest 



 

 
 

over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

exceedingly with great joy. 

P    O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory for Advent  

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for   

David a righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

P In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

 

Sermon Hymn (7:00 PM only) –  As with Gladness Men of Old           #397 

 

 



 

 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon 

+ Prayer + 

 

Kyrie  

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

+ LITANY + 

 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



 

 
 

P For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, 

for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 

government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and 

strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in 

this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here 

present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and 

for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us 

give thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever   and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Distribution 

If you are visiting us today from a Christian denomination outside the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we welcome you to come to the altar to receive a 

baptismal blessing. Please signify by crossing your arms over your chest upon kneeling. 



 

 
 

Collects 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 

cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments 

and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Benedicamus  

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer 

P During this season of Advent, we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus”, Prince of 

Peace, 

C come, Lord Jesus. 

P bring peace in the land, 

C come, Lord Jesus. 

P make us lie down in peace, 

C come, Lord Jesus. 

P grant peace in our hearts, 

C come, Lord Jesus. 

P may we live in peace with one another, 

C come, Lord Jesus. 

P That as peacemakers we may inherit the earth, 

C come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 



 

 
 

Benediction 

P When [the Magi] saw the star, 

C they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 

P Go forth then, children of God, with the light of Christ leading your 

way, rejoicing in His presence and knowing His perfect peace. The 

blessing of almighty God—the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit—be with you and remain with you always. 

C Amen. 

Closing Hymn (7:00 PM) – When Peace, like a River     #763 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                    Text and tune: Public domain 
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