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Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church & Preschool!

Thank you for joining us in worship of the Lord. We would love to get to know
you, and for you to learn more about our church family at Zion. Please stop by
our welcome table as you leave worship. We cordially invite you to talk with
Pastor Grimenstein, our Elders, or any of our church members to learn more
about our fellowship. At our website -- zlch.org — you can find out more about the
many worship, Christian education, and fellowship opportunities at Zion.

Communion Statement
We believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Christ’s physical body and blood are present
in the bread and wine (1 Cor. 11:23-25). We also believe receiving the Lord’s
Supper is an act of church fellowship. Scripture cautions that those who receive
without recognizing Christ’s body and blood will bring judgment upon themselves
(1 Cor. 11:27-29). Therefore, out of love to our guests, we invite to our altar to
receive the Lord’s Supper those who are baptized, confirmed, repentant members
of Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod congregations or sister congregations. If you
are visiting us today from another Christian denomination, we welcome you to
come to the altar to receive a baptismal blessing. Please signify by crossing your
arms over your chest upon kneeling.

In preparation to receive the Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner please consider
reading “Christian Questions with their Answers” on Page 329-330. If you are
interested in exploring membership, please talk with Pastor Grimenstein or call
the church office.

Our Worship
Our worship services are based on traditional church liturgies in which God speaks
to us in His Word and we respond to Him. These liturgies were used by the early
church almost 2000 years ago and are rich in scriptural meaning, connecting us to
our past -- and future -- in Christ Jesus. There is a depth to Lutheran worship that
can take time to appreciate, thus you may find that you don’t understand
everything that is happening the first week you visit. That’s OK, we encourage you
to keep visiting!

3197 Washington Pike Bridgeville, PA 15017 412-221-4776 www.zlcb.org




Opening Hymn -- Christ Is Our Cornerstone #912
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1 Christ is our cor - ner - stone, On Him a - lone we build;
2 Here may we gain from heav’'n The grace which we im - plore,
A3 Oh, then, with hymns of  praise These hal - lowed courts shall ring;
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With His true saints a - lone The courts of heav'n are filled. On His
And may that grace, once giv'n, Be with us ev - er-more Un - til

Our voic-es we will raise The Three in One to sing And thus
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great love Our hopes we place Of pres-ent grace And joys a - bove.
that day When all the blest To end-less rest Are called a - way.
pro-claim In  joy - ful song, Both loud and long, That glo-rious name.

Text and tune: Public domain
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In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His




authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit — Psalm 118:22-24; antiphon: v. 1
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(P) Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good;
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever!
The stone that the builders re- | jected
has become the | cornerstone.
This is the LORD’s | doing;
it is marvelous | in our eyes.
This is the day that the | LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be | glad in it.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
(P) Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good;
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever!

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.




Gloria in Excelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the -earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him.
Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




Old Testament Reading -- Isaiah 5:1-7

Let me sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
and he looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
What more was there to do for my vineyard,
that | have not done in it?
When | looked for it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
And now | will tell you
what | will do to my vineyard.
| will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
| will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
| will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and briers and thorns shall grow up;
| will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
and he looked for justice,
but behold, bloodshed;




for righteousness,
but behold, an outcry!

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choir -- Sing to the Lord a New Song (8:00 am)
Grace Bell Choir -- Alleluia, Let Praises Ring (10:30 am)

Epistle Reading -- Philippians 3:4b-14

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as
to righteousness, under the law blameless. But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss
for the sake of Christ. Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the surpassing
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all
things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be found in him,
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— that | may
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming
like him in his death, that by any means possible | may attain the resurrection from the
dead.

Not that | have already obtained this or am already perfect, but | press on to make
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, | do not consider that
| have made it my own. But one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call
of God in Christ Jesus.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Holy Gospel

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a
vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased
it to tenants, and went into another country. When the season for fruit drew near, he
sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants took his servants and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than
the first. And they did the same to them. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They
will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is
the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.” And they took him and threw him
out of the vineyard and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in
their seasons.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

“‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people producing its fruits. And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces;
and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he
was speaking about them. And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the
crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.




(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.




Hymn of the Day -- O Love, How Deep #544
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10 love, how deep, how broad, how high,
2 He sent no an - gel to our race,
3 For us bap - tized, for us He bore
4 For us He prayed; for us He taught;
n - 1 - | 4 | |
aees L= == :
) T f 1 - = - et = =
Be yond all hought and fan - ta - sy,
of high - er or of low - er place,
His ho - ly fast and hun - gered sore;
For us His dai - ly works He wrought,
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That God, the Son of God, should take
But  wore the robe of hu - man frame,
For us temp - ta - tion sharp He knew;
By  words and signs and ac - tions thus
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Our mor - tal form for mor - tals’ sake!
And to this world Him - self He came.
For us the tempt - er o - ver - threw.
Still  seek - ing not Him - self but us.
5 For us by wickedness betrayed, 6 For us He rose from death again;

For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death;
For us He gave His dying breath.

For us He went on high to reign;
For us He sent His Spirit here
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

/A 7 Allglory to our Lord and God
For love so deep, so high, so broad;
The Trinity whom we adore
Forever and forevermore.
Text: Public domain




Sermon

Prayer of the Church

(P) ... Lord in your mercy.
... Hear our prayer.

Gathering of Offerings

Offering plates are located on the tables at the main and side entrances to the sanctuary.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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eav'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and
given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the
forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.
Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross
and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body
and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.




The Words of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei
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20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke




Distribution

If you are visiting us today from a Christian denomination outside the
Lutheran Church—Milissouri Synod, we welcome you to come to the altar to receive a
baptismal blessing. Please signify by crossing your arms over your chest upon kneeling.

Distribution Hymns

The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord #634
Lord Jesus Christ, the Church's Head #647
If Your Beloved Son, O God #568
Te Deum
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1 We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.
2 Holy, holy, holy, Lord Godof . . . . .. ... ... Sab - a - oth;
3 The noble army of martyrs . . . ... ... .... praise You
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1 All the earth now worships You, the Fa-ther ev - er - last - ing.
2 heaven and earth are full of the majes - ty of Yourglo - ry.
3 The holy Church throughout all the world does ac - knowl-edge You:
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1 To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the pow’rs there-in.
2 The glorious company of the apostles . . . .. .. praise__  You.
3 The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable, true,and on - ly  Son;
4 Youare thekingofglory, . . ... ......... (0} Christ;
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1 To You cherubim and seraphim con - tin - wal - ly do cry:
2 The goodly fellowship of the . . . . . proph-ets praise___  You.
3 alsotheHoly . .. .......... Ghost, the Com-fort - er.

4 You are the everlasting Son . . . . . of the Fa - ther.
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Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I~ give you peace.
Amen.

Closing hymn on next page ...




Closing Hymn -- Christ, the Word of God Incarnate #540
o)
L | f | | | | | | | | 1 |
Il l"f\l-'\ b - — I | I I I I I | | Il - ——— I I |
| \!.JU' -‘I- -‘I- .l | _dl_ 1 l i i
1 Christ, the Word of God in - car - nate, Lord and Son of
2 Christ, the liv - ing bread from heav - en, Food for bod -y,
3 Christ, the shoot that springs tri - um - phant From the stump of
4 Christ, our good and faith - ful shep - herd, Watch - ing all Your
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A - bra-ham; Christ, the ra-diance of  the Fa - ther,
food for soul; Christ, the man - na dai - ly giv - en,
Jes - se’s tree; Christ, true vine, You nur - ture branch - es
lambs and sheep; Christ, the gate that guards the sheep - fold,
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Per - fect God, the great 1  AM; Christ, the light, You
Nour - ish, strength-en, make us whole. Feed us with the
To bear fruit a - bun-dant - ly. Graft us in - to
Nev - er - fail - ing vig - il keep. When we stray, Good
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shine un - van-quished, Light and life You bring to all; Light our
food of heav - en, Fore-taste of the feast to be; Quench our
You, O Sav - ior; Prune ourhearts so we re - main Fruit - ful
Shep-herd, seek us, Find wus, lift us, bear us home;Lamb of
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path with Your own pres - ence, Grant us grace to heed Your call.
thirst with  liv - ing wa - ter Spring-ing up e - ter - nal - ly.
branch-es in  Your vine - yard Till e - ter - nal life we gain.
God, our shep - herd, keep us; Let us hear Your voice a - lone.

Christ, the way that leads unfailing
To the Father’s home on high,
Christ, the truth that frees the captive,
Christ, the life that cannot die.
Mediator to the Father,
Sacrifice and great High Priest:
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions,
There to share Your wedding feast.

/\ 6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega,
Christ, the firstborn from the dead,
Christ, the life and resurrection,
Christ, the Church’s glorious head:
Praise and thanks and adoration
And unending worship be
To the Father and the Spirit
And to You eternally.




Prayer Requests for Family & Friends

The Church:

-For our homebound members: Millie Thielet and Florence Boehme.

-Healing & Strength for: Michelle Hopkins (sister of Mark Killinger), Pam
Riley (friend of Bobbie Hoelle), Tom & Kim Erbrecht, Mary Lou Neill, Dante
(cousin of Maryann McClure), Pastor Ernest Knoche, Jen Fitzgerald,
Barbara & Kara Koski, Mike Wallace, Joanne Garloff, Richard Hultman,
Rita Sheldon, Dennis & Esther Finney, Eva Bukovitz, Judy Graziano, Alyssa
Mance, Shannon Mance, Dave Hutula, and Mabel Granke.

- For the beareaved: Family of B.L. Bridges (father in law of Judy Bridges),

family of Marian Siek, family of Ron Valentino.
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-For our missions/missionaries, especially Rev. Phil &
Deaconess Rachel Jaseph and The Siberian Lutheran
Mission Society.

-For the ministry of Zion Lutheran Sunday School and
Preschool.

The World:

-For peace in Ukraine.
-For an end to abortion and human trafficking.
-For the youth in our community.

Our Nation:

-For our leaders and government officials.
-For those in foster care and those looking to adopt.
-For the disabled, unborn and aged.




Service Participants

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Edward Grimenstein

Music Director: Mark Killinger
Organist: Doug Krantz

Elders: Sam Garloff & Mike Wallace (8:00)

Roger Diederich & Jim Neill (10:30)

Acolytes: Emily Trentini (8:00); Callista Chilcott (10:30)

Ushers: Ron Meier, Noah Wallace, Gene Koop, Brian Pasquini (8:00)

Dan & Tracey Harris, Jack & Sam Bishop (10:30)

Altar Guild: Janet & Marian Oelschlager

ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Roberta Hoelle in memory of her beloved
husband John.

ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Roberta Hoelle to the glory of God and in memory
of her beloved husband John.

ﬂg ! 2023 MEMBER PICTORIAL DIRECTORIES are now available in
e the back of the sanctuary! Please take one per family and put a
MEMBER . . . . .
DIRECTORY check next to your family's name on the distribution list.

JOIN US NEXT SUNDAY 10/15 FOR YOUTH GROUP (8th- ”mm“”“

12th grade). We'll meet from 6-8 pm to chat about ] f[]lll]
upcoming events, have a devotion, and enjoy a pumpkin - =i '2
contest!

Last Week in Worship

Sunday Worship Attendance (10/1) -- 53 (8 am); 69 (10:30 am)
Mid-Week Worship Attendance (10/4) -- 11 (2 pm)
Plate Offerings (10/1) -- $3533 Online Offering -- $1715

Online giving is available on Zion's website at www.zlcb.org/donate



http://www.zlcb.org/donate

This Week at Zion

8:00 AM -- Worship

SUN 9:00 AM -- Adult/Teen Bible Study & Sunday school
10/8 10:30 AM — Worship
6:00 PM -- 1st Year Confirmation
I\]/_Ig;gl 6:30 PM -- Faith Bell Choir
7:00 PM -- 2nd Year Confirmation
TUE 6:15 PM -- Grace Bell Choir
10/10 7:15 PM -- Choir
WED _ . o
10/11 2:00 PM -- Mid-Week Worship/Bible Study
THU 6:00 PM -- Adult Confirmation Class
10/12 7:00 PM -- Elders Meeting
FRI
10/13
SAT . . . .
10:00 AM -- LWML Zone Rally (Zion Lutheran in Lawrenceville)
10/14
SUN 8:00 AM -- Worship
10/15 9:15 AM -- Adult/Teen Bible Study & Sunday school

10:30 AM -- Worship
6:00 PM -- Youth Group Mtg./Pumpkin Carving Game




The Foster Love Project
Zion Matching Campaign

FOSTERLOVEPROJECT

Foster Love Project shows love in action to children impacted by foster and
kinship care through provision of goods, services, and support. It provides
dignity and care for kids in the foster care process, and provides support for
foster families who are caring for the children making this transition. One way
the project gets involved is through donations of new goods that help kids wh
have to change their home with little or no warning, providing them with small
comforts.

Zion will be running a matching campaign up to $1,000 to support the
Foster Love Project during the month of October. Every contribution yot
make to Foster Love this month is matched dollar for dollar by Zion.
There are two ways to donate:

« Offering plate -- Make your check payable to "Zion Lutheran
Church" and write "Foster Love" on the memo line, OR donate cash
in an envelope marked "Foster Love".

« Online at ZLCB.ORG -- Go to the "Donate" page, click "Online
Giving" and find the Foster Love Project line item.

Megan and John Migyanko will be sharing their involvement and what it means
to the foster kids in October. You can find more information by going to

www.fosterloveproject.org.

Serving children with DIGNITY AND LOVE

Your Support will MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON KIDS!

L3




Zion's 3™ Annual jwv uj for...
REFOR-FEST!
Gundiny iliber 79"

bor - 5:000M]

Rain or shine!

Catered German Meall
Beer & Root Beer!
Guessing Jars!
Pastor’s Famous Bingo!
Steelers vs. Jaguars on the big screen!

Advanee Tickets Required!
Adults - $19 Kids (4-10yrs.) - $® 3 & under - FREE
Purchase vour tickets in the Narthex after Sunday services!

Questions? Contaect events@zleh.org




October is Church Worker Appreciation Month

Each October, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod celebrates Church Worker Appreciation
Month. Congregations and school communities are encouraged to demonstrate special
appreciation for their teachers, who teach God'’s Word, love the children they teach and live a
life of service to Christ and His church. Along with the Synod’s teachers, we recognize
pastors, deaconesses, DCEs and all other church workers, who are vital to our life together.

| thank, ﬁad, inall my
always

in every prayer of mine for you all
making my prayer with joy, because
of your partnership in the gospel from
the first day until now,” writes St. Paul
in his letter to the Philippians (PHIL 1:3).

With this same gratitude, we thank
the more than 11,000 church workers
who serve our Synod with the Word
and mercy of Christ. Throughout this
month, congregations and schools
are encouraged to show their
appreciation for all church workers.

For teachers especially we give
thanks, who teach God's Word to our
children, dedicate countless hours to
the classroom, who love the children
of God they teach and who live a life
of service to Christ and His church.

For all church workers, from pastors
to deaconesses to directors of
Christian education, parish music,
family life and outreach, who teach
God's Word and point us to Christ.
Tell them “Thank you!” this month for
all they do!

Set Aport fo Serve seeks to create an
intentional culture of church worker
formation and recrultment in every LCMS

Congregation, school and entty. Visit SET AP‘RT

Simmetis  YRERNE
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When someone says the word “church,”

usuatly think of a place people go to worship. The
Lutheran Confessions teach us that the church

is the “assembly of all the believers among
whom the Gospe! s preached in
its purity and the Holy Sacraments
are administered according to the
Gospel." Wow! The church & 50
much more than a building!

If the church is more than just the
building, then why is the building and
everything in it so important?

The church building, or the “sanctuary,” is a place where God
is present. We know that our Lord has promised to come to
us in His Sacraments. Since God is actually here with us in His
house, we should be very reverent, or respectful. We don’t
want anything in the church pulling us away from what God
gives us in His Word and Sacraments. Everything should direct
our attention toward Him.

Parents: Before or after the service, direct your children
to the wonderfully Gospel-rich symbolism found in

the sanctuary, nduding the on the altar, windows and
banners. Remind themn that the Lord truly comes to us
here in His Word and Sacraments. He brings us what we
really nead: the forgiveness of sins.

momnm Crvistpha: Thors. LIVG 2P oo 5ad Ses RV pRrmiasan
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