
Pastor’s Corner 

Zion Lutheran Monthly 
                  September 2022 

Zion’s Children Know … Salvation Really is Yours! 

The hymns we sing in church truly are treasures.  I don’t know if you think about hymns that way 

or not.  Maybe you are the kind of person who looks at the number of stanzas and wonders, “do 

we really have to sing ALL of them?”  Sometimes though there can be a very special treasure in 

the very last stanza.  Take for example the hymn we sang a few weeks ago “Glorious Things of 

You are Spoken” (LSB #648).  If we had not sung all of the stanzas, then I would not have been 

touched by the last half of the last stanza that said this: 

Fading are the world’s vain pleasures, 

all their boasted pomp and show; 

solid joys and lasting treasures 

none but Zion’s children know. 

Isn’t it great that the stanza specifically mentions us here at Zion?  After all, the hymn did say, 

“none but Zion’s children know”. . .  that’s us!  Isn’t that amazing?!  In fact, many of our hymns 

will mention our church, Zion, and mention us, as the people of Zion.  Now, I know you may say, 

“But pastor, the hymns are talking about more than just us here at Zion, aren’t they?”  Well, of 

course they are.  But still, that doesn’t take away the fact that this hymn is indeed, without a 

shadow of a doubt, talking about YOU. 

You are that child of God who knows this world will not last 

forever.  You are that child of Zion who knows this world’s vain 

pleasures are slowly fading.  The child of God who knows this 

world will always try and put on a boastful and pompous show, 

but nothing can outdo Christ!  You, a child of Zion, believe that 

“solid, lasting treasures” are found in Christ and Christ alone.  

Through His death, you have the forgiveness of all your sins.  

Through His resurrection, you have the promise of everlasting life.  You are a member, and a 

child, of Zion.  Isn’t it wonderful that our hymns have such an amazing way of speaking to us?  

And isn’t it fantastically wonderful to know that our hymns are speaking to us every single time 

we sing! 

Now, how on earth could we not sing ALL of the stanzas.  If we ever did that, you might just miss 

a Word from God meant just for you! 

-- Pastor Grimenstein 



President’s Report 

                                                Farewell to the Summer of 2022 

September is usually a wonderful month of dry air and cooling temperatures as we end 
summer and begin autumn.  I hope you have had a nice summer.  
Let's look forward to schools opening and our Sunday School and 
Preschool ministries coming to life!  Rally Day kicks off our celebration 
each September and before you know it we'll be getting ready for the 
holiday season! Keep watching our newsletters, eblasts and bulletins 
for information!!! 

Our trustees have been quite busy as usual this past year.  We're still 
trying to confirm bids for replacement of the windows in the altar area 
and replacing some doors for the kitchen and fellowship hall side 
entrance.  We're also trying to get a firm bid on putting a vestibule, or 
second set of doors, on our school facility so that we can 
moderate the energy loss in the winter and provide a bit more security.  Trustees are also 
looking into replacing the door on the shed so it's more secure.  I would like to thank the 
membership for the support and for all the time and talent people have been giving to 
keep our facility in good shape!  Your Council appreciates your support.   

If you might be interested in helping please talk to Bill Bishop, Kari Gresh, or myself this 
month as soon as possible.  Bill is heading the Nomination Committee this year.  We're 
always looking for new members for various committees and boards.  We especially 
could use some men to step up and become Elders.  By constitution, your congregation 
President and Vice President must come from the Board of Elders.  Serving as a trustee 
is a great idea to see how things happen and get a feel for the expanse of this 
operation.  There are other boards and committees that exist that could always use new 
faces and on which you can get experience and help your ministries here at Zion. 

I would like to thank everyone that attended the July Voters' Meeting!  I encourage the 
entire membership to attend these meetings.  There are only 5 per year and as a 
member I hope you feel compelled to hear what is happening at your church.  Please 
take an active role in your church.  Zion needs you. 

Pray for our members on the prayer list, our fellow Christians on earth, our LCMS, our 
ministries, our church here at Zion and enjoy and rejoice being a Christian!  Praise the 
Lord and feel good about being saved! I'll close this month by simply using Paul's words 
of farewell in 2 Cor., "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all."  Amen 

Paul Klemash 

 
 



 

 

Mission Moment: 
Promoting Zion’s Internal, local, and international missionary efforts 

Pastor Philip & Deaconess Rachel Jaseph 

Jasephs Arrive in Uruguay! 

On August 21st, Pastor Phil and Deaconess Rachel arrived at their long-term ministry 

destination -- Montevideo, Uruguay.  Their trip was safe and relatively uneventful, and 

thankfully all of their luggage arrived according to plan.  They were especially thankful 

for the lovely welcoming committee of colleagues and church members to greet them 

and assist in getting settled.  

Stay tuned to learn about how God is working in Uruguay!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Jasephs on their way to Uruguay.  
Notice Pastor Phil left his beard in the 
Dominican Republic!  

      A warm welcome to Montevideo!!! 



 

 

The September collection for the Bridgeville Area 

Food Bank is Sunday, Sept 11th.  The “items of the 

month” are PERSONAL HYGIENE PRODUCTS.  Items 

may be placed in the wicker receptacle in the 

narthex near the coat rack. 

During the August 20th distribution, 119 families were assisted which 

included 46 children, 87 adults and 81 of the elderly.  Thank you for 

supporting this vital community service! 

Welcome to our Newest Members 

On Sunday, August 21st at the 8 am service, Dave & Cheryl Arter 

became members of our church family.  If you haven’t had an 

opportunity to meet them yet, be sure to welcome them to our 

fellowship! 

Dave and Cheryl reside in Scott 

Township, living there since their 

marriage in April 1989.  Having a 

shared interest in history, they enjoy 

occasional trips to Gettysburg and 

other historical sites. Cheryl is 

employed as office manager at a 

doctor's office in Mt. Lebanon while 

Dave is semi-retired, engaged in 

Medicare health plan sales.  

What do they like most about Zion?  

... Zion is a welcoming church family committed to pursuing God's 

will as provided through scripture. 

 



 

 

The Lutheran Public Radio app streams Lutheran talk and music 24/7 for cell phones.  We 

currently have 49,794 downloads of the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.  Help us reach 

50,000 by downloading the LPR app today!   

Online at issuesetc.org 

CLICK HERE to download the app 

Concordia of the South Hills to Host Final Outdoor 
Concert of the  Summer Season 

The last concert in the free Summer Concert Series will be held in the 
Harmony Room at 1300 Bower Hill Rd, Mt Lebanon.  See details 
below.  Tours will be available for one hour before the performance.  

 

Friday, September 16 at 3:30 p.m. – Mikey Dee 

Mikey began his musical career at age 4, learning guitar, bass and tamburitza from 
his grandfather. To date, he has recorded and produced 19 albums and numerous 
singles. Currently he performs more than 200 shows a year, playing everything from 
oldies to ballroom, polkas to tamburitza. 

 

Walk-ins are welcome - but registration is strongly encouraged. To reserve your seat 
at South Hills, call Director of Marketing Christie Wahlen at 412-294-1351. Learn more 
at www.Concordia-SouthHills.org 

https://issuesetc.org/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013fUIt7Mxcbbw00RQQSifUlGCPgEx51hjlJcBPuRo2MNB-4loofkNEyzvakGh6gl00MvBIqP5Q-puzfUnY8Ew5VAevdII4fyiN0vYqKw2VYx4mYvU-7SoZk2pttr7B9kBnCBwrYlGAlRLNFWLUDQBT-ftlDSWsuKz7kp2OdaIXPq1IJQaf5-L1rYNj4CzdOec&c=Gl6bkeOxlFKKUC2O9HSrqsaRlrZvWXof
http://www.Concordia-SouthHills.org


 

 

     The Lutheran Student Fellowship-International Student Ministry  

 … serves the Pittsburgh university community (Pitt, CMU, Chatham, Carlow, Duquesne, et al).  
Campus Pastor Eric Andrae (First Trinity Lutheran, Oakland) engages students who want to 
learn more about the Lutheran faith and experience how the Divine Service connects us to 
Christ, to each other, and to the Church of the ages.   
     The Gospel continues to take root in hearts and minds on the campuses across 
Pittsburgh as students learn of Christianity and Lutheranism through 
campus and church events.  Yvette was raised in England by 
Ghanaian immigrants.  Arriving at the University of Pittsburgh as an 
international graduate student, she was baptized at the Easter Vigil  in 
April (see photo) after completing catechesis.  Her background in 
Pentacostalism led to many spirited discussion with Pastor over 
lunch.  Attendance at worship, Bible study, and social events were 
instrumental in drawing her to First Trinity as a new member.  Says 
Yvette, "I'm blessed to have found such a solid community of believers who center their lives 
around the Gospel.  I'm so happy to finally be baptized into the body of Christ." 

      “Harry,” a graduate student at Pitt, was confirmed on Pentecost 
Sunday (see photo). His background is from a strict Muslim family 
in Saudi Arabia, which makes his baptism prior to arriving in 
Pittsburgh, and subsequent confirmation at First Trinity, especially 
meaningful. Since Harry had joined a misleading cult that claims to 
be Christian as an undergraduate student in Nevada, Harry said he 
had to make sure that First Trinity was a Bible-based church and 
that it followed the teachings of Christ. Harry has been participating 
in student Bible studies and weekly Divine service.             (Cont'd.) 

Yvette, an international student 
at Pitt, was baptized  on Easter 
weekend. 

Pitt student, "Harry", was con-
firmed in the Christian faith after 
growing up in a Muslim family. 



 

 

Harry also enjoys inviting others to our events to introduce them to Christ and our faith.   

      The group held weekly Bible study beginning in May.  Between 10 and 20 students 

joined the studies each week.   English as a Second Language classes were also 
conducted with students from Japan, England, China, 

Cameroon, Turkey and Saudi Arabia.  Earlier in the semester, 
the LSF was able to reach 50 students on Ash Wednesday, 30 

students through an outing to the Pittsburgh Symphony, and a 
mix of 40 students, faculty, and community members through 

a First Trinity symposium.  The reach of the LSF is expanding 

and providing many opportunities for the Gospel to take root! 

 

Rev. John Pingel elected as our new District President 

The Rev. John Pingel of West Seneca, NY was elected to his first term as president of the LCMS East-

ern District at the district's 100th convention, held June 17-18 in Tonawanda, NY.  He succeeds the 

Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher on Sept. 1, 2022, who is retiring after serving four terms as district president.  

Pingel was elected on the second ballot. 

Since 2010, Pingel has served as the pastor of Salem Lutheran Church in Buffalo, NY.  Since 2015, he 

has served as the First Vice President/Buffalo Regional Vice President, and has served on the Eastern 

District Board of Directors.  He has been married to Diane (Giddens) for 30 years and they have two 

adult sons, Bryan and Timothy.  Please join us in welcoming President Pingel, and thanking outgoing 

President Wicher for his many years of service in the district. 

Lutheran Student Fellowship (LSF) & International Student Ministry (ISM) 
535 N Neville St 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 
www.LSFPgh.com   Facebook --  LSFofPGH 
412-683-4121 

http://www.LSFPgh.com


 

 

Highlighting the academic awards, scholarships, and extra-curricular achievements of  

Zion’s students in Kindergarten through College. 

College Connections 

Ten of Zion's young people are away at college for the 2022-23 

school year.  Stay connected by dropping them a note of 

encouragement at the following addresses: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr. Augie Bishop 
202 S. Beech St. 
Oxford, OH  45056 
(Miami University) 
 

Miss Jenna Eckels 
300 Grant Drive 
Moon Township, PA  15108 
(Robert Morris University) 
 

Miss Anna Gresh 
304 Talawanda Hall 
Oxford, OH  45056 
(Miami University) 

 

Miss Anna Grimenstein 
1307 W. Lincoln Hwy. Apt. 6101 
Dekalb, IL  60115 
(Northern Illinois University) 
 

MIDN 4/C Michael Grimenstein 
1 Wilson Road 
P.O. Box 12472 
Annapolis, MD  21412 
(Naval Academy) 
 

Miss Sydney Harris 
701 W College Ave 
Unit 703 
State College, PA  16801 
(Penn State University) 
 

   Mr. Matthew Liberatore 
   144 North Dithridge St.  
   Unit #106 
   Pittsburgh, PA 15213 
   (University of Pittsburgh) 
 

Miss Leah Quinlan  
4090 Geddes Road 
Box 431 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
(Concordia University) 

 

   Miss Faith Wallace 
   300 Campus Drive  
   Box 975 
   Bradford, PA 16701 
  (University of Pittsburgh-Bradford) 
  

Mr. Charles Wallace  
4090 Geddes Road 
Box 330 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
(Concordia University) 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

  What About… 

                          Angels 

      It seems as though angels have captured the imagination 

of people everywhere.  Unfortunately, there are a lot of 

superstitions and unscriptural understanding about angels.  

This pamphlet will provide a Biblical perspective. 

Do angels exist? 

     The Word of God—not popular television shows or 

magazine articles—is our only reliable source for knowing 

what angels are, and what they do.  The Bible teaches us 

that angels were made by God during the six days of 

creation.  Before creation there was only God (John 1:1-3), 

and after creation, we are told that on the seventh day God 

“rested from all the work of creating he had done” (Gen. 

2:3b).  The Bible does not indicate on which day of creation 

God made angels.  But angels are very real. 

     The word “angel” comes from a Greek word that means 

“messenger”.  Angels are God’s messengers.  Elsewhere in 

the Bible, angels are described as spirits (cf. Acts 23:9; 

Heb.1:14).  The word “angel” is actually a description of 

what they do.  

What are angels? 

     Angels are spirits.  They are beings who do not have a 

physical body.  Jesus Himself said, “a spirit does not have 

flesh and bones, as you see I have” (Luke 24:39).  Evil angels 

too are described as not having “flesh and blood” (Eph. 

6:12).  In the Scriptures, when angels do appear in human 

form, this is only a momentary appearance for those who 

need to see them. Angels are not gods.  They are God’s 

creation and serve His holy and perfect will.  The good 

angels are said to be “ministering spirits” (Heb. 1:14), sent 

by God to serve us, His people.  

Are angels human? 

     Human beings are the crown of God’s creation.  Only of 

humans, and no other creature, did God say, “Let us make 

man in our own image” (Gen. 1:26).  Furthermore,  Scripture 

reveals that only into human beings did God breathe the 

breath of life (Gen. 2:7).  Also, God did not give angels rule 

over His creation.  This privilege He gave only to mankind 

(Gen. 1:26-28).  Angels exist to serve God and His people.   

Do human beings become angels when they die? 

     No, human beings do not become angels when they die. 

The Scriptures are clear on this point.  Until the last 

day, the souls of the dead are before the Lord, 

enjoying peace and rest in His presence, awaiting 

the final day when they will receive glorified bodies 

for all eternity (see Cor. 15; 1 Thess.5:17; Rev.7) 

Are angels intelligent beings? 

     The Bible describes angels as having both 

intelligence and a will.  The good angels know and 

follow the wisdom of God, which He has revealed 

through Christ to His church (Eph.3:10).  They gladly 

serve us, who are the heirs of the salvation Christ 

has won for us (Heb.1:14).  However, angels do not 

know all things.  For instance, they do not know the 

thoughts of our hearts (1 Kings 8:39). 

How powerful are angels? 

     Angels are extremely powerful beings.  They are 

described as “mighty ones” (Ps.103:20;2 Thess.1:7).  

The good angels guard and protect God’s children 

(Ps.91:11-13).  The power of the angels is never 

unlimited, but is always subject to the will and 

authority of God.  Evil angels too are powerful 

beings.  The Bible tell us that they hold captive all 

unbelievers (Luke 11:21-22; Eph.2:2).  Believers in 

Christ are able to withstand the temptation of evil 

angels through the power of God (Eph.6:10-17). 

Where are angels? 

     Angels, like God, do not inhabit the same physical 

dimension that human beings inhabit.  From time to 

time, they are ordered by God to appear in our 

physical dimension.  Thus, while there are times 

when angels will make an appearance at a distinct 

place (cf.Acts 12:7), they remain beings that inhabit 

no physical space. 

How many angels are there? 

     The Bible does not give us an exact number, but 

does teach that there are incredibly large numbers 

of angels who serve God.  Scripture speaks of “ten 

thousand times ten thousand angels” (Dan.7:10).   

     From every indication in the Bible, there are an 

unimaginably large number of angels, of whom we 

are totally unaware most of the time.  There is a 

fixed and limited number of angels, never increasing  



 

 

  What About… 

                                      Angels       Cont'd. 

or decreasing.  Unlike human beings, angels do not 

marry and have children (Mark 12:25).  They are 

immortal. 

Are all angels the same? 

     Within the large numbers of angels there are 

apparently certain orders or classes of angels.  Scripture 

speaks of “cherubim” (Gen.3:24; Ps 80:1), 

“seraphim” (Is.6:2), “thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities” (Col.1:16), “archangel” (1 Thess.4:16).   

     Also among the evil angels there are ranks and 

classes of angels (Matt.25:41).  Satan is described as the 

“Prince of the devils” (Luke 11:15).  It is pointless, 

however, to try to invent complicated divisions and 

ranks of angels, since Scripture does not speak of this. 

What are evil angels, and what do they do? 

     Originally, all angels God created were good and did 

His will perfectly.  At some point after God created 

them, some angels chose to rebel against Him.  They fell 

away from God and into great sin and evil.  At that point, 

they were confirmed in their evil condition.  There is no 

hope for them.  In Matt.8:29, they recognize that there 

will be a time when they must suffer eternal torment 

and punishment for their rebellion against God. 

      Satan is the chief evil angel, the “prince of 

demons” (Luke 11:15).  Here is how our Lord Jesus Christ 

describes Satan: “He was a murdered from the 

beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth 

to him.  When he lies, he speaks his native language, for 

he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). 

     When precisely the evil angels rebelled and fell away 

from God we cannot say for sure, but we do know it was 

some time at the beginning of the world.  Most church 

fathers believe that the evil angels’ original sin was 

pride, based on the fact that Satan’s temptation of 

Adam and Eve was an appeal to their pride.  Also, 1 

Tim.3:6 indicates that pride was the cause of the devil’s 

condemnation.   

     The devil is our great enemy, who “prowls around like 

a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Pet. 

5:8).  The Bible tells us that the devil is the cause of 

unbelief in the world (Eph.2:1-2).  Every person who 

does not believe the good news of Christ Jesus is 

thinking and doing what the devil wants.  The very fact  

 that people do not realize this, and even deny it, is the 

devil’s greatest deception.  The devil is so deceptive, at 

times he will even disguise himself as an “angel of 

light” (2 Cor.11:14).        

What do good angels do? 

     Good angels enjoy the blessing of being able to see 

God.  They are in the immediate presence of God, 

always beholding His glory and power (Matt.18:10).  

This is called the “beatific vision,” which all Christians 

will enjoy one day in heaven. 

     God’s Word reveals the following things about the 

activity of good angels: They praise God (Is.6:3; Luke 

2:13), and they are the Lord’s servants in the world and 

in the Church (Ps.103:20-21; Heb.1:14). 

     God sends angels to serve and to protect believers 

in their work and their callings in life (Ps.91:11-12).        

The Bible tells us that angels are present in the public 

worship of Christians (1 Cor. 11:10).  God also uses 

angels to help the family and to preserve law and order 

(Gen.24:7; Matt.18:10; Dan.10:13). 

How are we to treat angels? 

     We need to praise and thank God for good angels.  

We are told that we are to take care not to offend 

them through sin and unbelief (1 Cor.11:10; 1 

Tim.5:21).  But the Scriptures are also clear that we 

must not pray to angels, nor offer them our worship.  

The angels themselves protest any worship given to 

them (Rev.22:8-9). 

     As believers, we have the privilege of having angels 

surrounding us and protecting us and working to do 

God’s good and perfect will in our lives.  Our hope and 

trust is always in God, whom we know sends His angels 

to watch over us and to see us through whatever 

difficulty in life may come our way. 

     Because of our Lord Jesus Christ’s perfect life and 

sacrificial death, we have the assurance of the 

forgiveness of all our sins.  We know that God loves 

and cares for us as His dear children.  Furthermore, we 

know that the Lord sends His angels to care for us so 

that someday we may join them, and all the company 

of heaven, in singing His praises for all eternity. 

-- Dr. A.L Barry 
Past President 

The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod 
 

 



 

 

 
Elders  Altar Guild 

8:00 am  
Ushers 

10:30 am 
Ushers 

Sept 
Bill Bishop       

Bob Schmidt 
Roger Diederich 

Barb Oechslein 
Megan Pasquini 
Diana Schmidt 

Tim Sheldon, 
Janet & Larry 

Zreliak, Joshua 
Grimenstein 

Bob Bonacci, 
Aaron & Mike 
Kozak, Chuck 
LaJeunesse 

Oct  TBD 
Janet & Marian 

Oelschlager 

Gene Koop       
Ron Meier      

Noah Wallace 
Larry Zreliak 

Dan & Tracey 
Harris, Luke 
Lemonovich,   
Sam Bishop 



 

 

3 Rita Balach 

3 Leah Quinlan 

4 Jean Blanco 

4 Judy Bridges 

4 Charles Kacvinsky 

5 Connie Canale 

6 Rex Carter 

7 Judy Dames 

10 Wayne Conn 

10 Ken Schrag 

11 Jon Canale 

11 Jim Eckels 

11 Wren Wilson 

13 Carl Bauer 

13 Dave Arter 

14 Nancy Klemash 

18 Nancy Koester 

18 Jim Neill 

18 Larry Zreliak 

19 Max Gresh 

21 Olivia Bonacci 

22 Gene Koop 

23 Emmett Chilcott 

23 Esther Ma 

24 Mary Lynn Littler 

25 Bernice DeBoe 

27 Marianne Miller 

29 Michael Grimenstein 

 

 

2  Rich & Joy Berardelli 

5  John & Connie Canale 

5  Tim & Jodi Fitzgerald 

6  Jason & Pam Trentini 

13 Tim & Rita Balach 

17 Lee & Megan Glasser 

18 Bob & Jen Liberatore 

26 Tom & Kim Erbrecht 

28 Shawn & Staci Taylor  



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

   

 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

4 
 
 
8:00 am Worship 

9:15 am Adult/Teen 
Bible Study & SS 

10:30 am Worship  

5 

 

 

 

6 

 

7 

 

2:00 pm   Worship 
& Bible Study 

 

 

8 

 
7:00 pm  Council 
Mtg. 

9 10 

 

11 
 

8:00 am Worship 

9:15 am Adult/Teen 
Bible Study & SS 
10:30 am Worship  

12 

6:15 pm Grace 
Bells 

7:15 pm Choir 

8:15 pm Faith 
Bells 

13 

7:00 pm   BOE 
meeting 
 

14 

 

2:00 pm   Worship 
& Bible Study 

 

 

 

15 16 17 
      
10:00 am  
Frank 
Oelschlager 
Memorial 
Service 

18 
 

8:00 am Worship 

9:15 am Adult/Teen 
Bible Study & SS 

10:30 am Worship  

19 

6:00 pm 1st yr 
Confirmation 

6:15 pm Grace 
Bells 

7:00 pm 2nd yr 
Confirmation 

7:15 pm Choir 

8:15 pm Faith 
Bells 

20 21 
 

2:00 pm   Worship 
& Bible Study 

22 
 
 
 

23 

 

24 

25 

 

8:00 am Worship 

9:15 am Adult/Teen 
Bible Study & SS 

10:30 am Worship  

26 

No Conf. Tonight 

6:15 pm Grace 
Bells 

7:15 pm Choir 

8:15 pm Faith 
Bells 

 

27 28 

No Service Today 

 

 

   29 
 
 
 

30 

 

 

Pastor away at Eastern District Convention 

LWML Ladies Retreat in  
Butler PA  


