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Service of Prayer & Preaching

P} In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P} |said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities

with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

(P} Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture

Ezekiel 34:1-16

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, prophesy against the
shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says
the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should
not shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the
wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep. The weak you
have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not




bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought,
and with force and harshness you have ruled them. So they were scattered,
because there was no shepherd, and they became food for all the wild beasts. My
sheep were scattered; they wandered over all the mountains and on every high
hill. My sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth, with none to search or
seek for them.

“Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: As | live, declares the
Lord GoD, surely because my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have
become food for all the wild beasts, since there was no shepherd, and because
my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed
themselves, and have not fed my sheep, therefore, you shepherds, hear the word
of the LORD: Thus says the Lord GoD, Behold, | am against the shepherds, and |
will require my sheep at their hand and put a stop to their feeding the sheep. No
longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. | will rescue my sheep from their
mouths, that they may not be food for them.

“For thus says the Lord GoD: Behold, I, | myself will search for my sheep and
will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep
that have been scattered, so will | seek out my sheep, and | will rescue them from
all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. And | will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land. And | will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. |
will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be
their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich
pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. | myself will be the shepherd
of my sheep, and | myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord Gob. | will
seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and |
will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong | will destroy. | will feed them
in justice

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Romans 3:19-31

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable
to God. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God's sight by the works
of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.

But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known,
to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness is given through
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and
Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ
Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of
his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,
because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand
unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so
as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.

Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that
requires works? No, because of the law that requires faith. For we maintain that a
person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. Or is God the God of
Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, since there is
only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised
through that same faith. Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all!
Rather, we uphold the law.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Creed

P) What is the third article?

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.




(P} What does this mean?

| believe that | cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the
Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true
faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the
whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one
true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins
and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the
dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.

Catechetical Instruction

Prayer

(P] In Peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.

(P] For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.
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For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.
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For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.
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For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord have mercy.
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For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord have mercy.
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For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those
suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

P} For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy.

[P} Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and

ever. Amen.

(P) In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

Distribution

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




Benedicamus and Benediction

P Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.

Amen.
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