Zion Lutheran Church

Jesus increased in wisdom
and in stature and in favor
with God and man.

Luke 2:52, ESV

January 2n9 2022
Second Sunday aofter Christmas




Please stana

Opening Hymn -- Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning #400
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In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Opening Versicles
This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Better is one day in Your courts,
than a thousand elsewhere;
| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God,
than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
Teach me Your paths.
Sanctify us in Your truth.
Your Word is truth.
(L) From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.




Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

My Soul Rejoices
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1 My soul re - joic - es, My spir - it voic - es— Sing the
2 His arm now bar - ing, His strength de - clar - ing— Sing the
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great - ness of the Lord! For God my Sav - ior Has shown me
great - ness of the Lord! The proud He scat - ters, Their rule He
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fa - vor— Sing the  great - ness of the Lord! With praise and
shat-ters— Sing the  great - ness of the Lord! Op - pres-sion
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bless-ing, Join in con-fess - ing God, who is sole - ly Might-y and
halt - ed; The meek ex - alt - ed. Full are the hun - gry; Emp-ty, the
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ho - ly— O sing the  great - ness of God the Lord! His mer-cy
wealth-y— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord! Here is the
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sure - ly Shall rest se -cure - ly On all who fear Him,
to - ken All that was spo - ken To A-br’ham’s off - spring
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Love and re - vere Him— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord!
God is ful - fill - ing— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord!

Readings From Holy Scripture

Old Testament Reading -- 1 Kings 3:4-15

The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place.
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the
LoRrD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what | shall
give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your




servant David my Tather, because he walked before you in falthtulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him
this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day.
And now, O LorD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my
father, although | am but a little child. | do not know how to go out or come in.
And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great
people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. Give your servant
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that | may discern
between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God said to him, “Because
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life
of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is
right, behold, | now do according to your word. Behold, | give you a wise and
discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall
arise after you. | give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so
that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. And if you will walk in my
ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked,
then | will lengthen your days.”

And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem
and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LorD, and offered up burnt
offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading -- Ephesians 1:3-14

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which
he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness
of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.




Tn him wWe have obtained an Inheritance, having been predestined according to
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please Stand

Holy Gospel

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter
Glory to you O Lord.

The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of
God was upon him.

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. And when the
feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be in the group they
went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives
and acquaintances, and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem,
searching for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among
the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him
were amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when his parents saw
him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you
treated us so? Behold, your father and | have been searching for you in great
distress.” And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know
that | must be in my Father’s house?” And they did not understand the saying that
he spoke to them. And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

(L] This is the Gospel of the Lord.




Thanks be to God.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated

Hymn of the Day -- Within the Father’s House #410
Sermon

Gathering of the Offerings

Please stand

Lord’s Prayer
Lord remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth




as it is in heaven;,
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those
suffering from this iliness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.




For the sick and dying and tor all those who care tfor them, (especially ____ )
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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Collect for the Word

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them
to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please You. For into Your hands | commend myself, my body and
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me.

Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Closing Hymn -- Of the Father’s Love Begotten #384




Prayer Requests for Family & Friends

The Church:

-For our homebound members: Tom Bicusky, Florence Boehme, Lois
Dittmer, Joan Cisko, Dottie Heslop, Vince Kimberland, Gladys Cimarolli, and
Ron Valentino.

-Healing for: Pastor and the Grimenstein Family, Mike Wallace, Richard
Hultman, Rose, Rita Sheldon, Joyce Wood, Dennis Finney,
Pastor Bob and Sheryl McCanless, Grant German, Ted Siek,
Albert Hatala, Dennis Finney, Jennifer Fitzgerald, Eva
Bukovitz, Al Riske, Kami Snow, Ruth Rostron, Judy Graziano,
Alyssa Mance, Shannon Mance, Elias Kazas, Marian Siek,
Dave Hutula, Ron Valentino, and Mabel Granke.

-For our missions/missionaries, especially Rev. Phil &
Deaconess Rachel Jaseph and The Siberian Lutheran Mission Society.
-For all who care for loved ones with illnesses.

-For the ministry of Zion Lutheran Sunday School and Preschool.

The World:

-For an end to the pandemic, and for the safety of all who are fighting it.
-For an end to abortion and human trafficking.

-For the youth in our community.

Our Nation:
-For our leaders and government officials.
-For those in foster care and those looking to adopt.




¥  Service Particivants t

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Edward Grimenstein
Music Director: Mark Killinger
Organist: Sandy Quinlan
The Elders: Roger Diederich, Bob Schmidt, Jim Neill, Bill Bishop
The Acolyte: Elder (8:00)
Claire Lemonovich (10:30)

The Ushers: Joshua Grimenstein, Tim Sheldon, Larry & Janet Zreliak (8:00)
Bob Bonacci, Aaron & Mike Kozak, Chuck LaJeunesse (10:30)

Altar Guild: Janet & Marian Oelschlager

-For the disabled, unborn and aged.
-For those whose work it is to protect us.
-For godly care of the earth.

ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Paul & Nancy Klemash

in celebration of Lois Ann Klemash's birthday; and by

Advent .
Paul Hayes in memory of loved ones.

Offering

Amount §
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ETERNAL LIGHT is given by Zion Lutheran Church to

the Glory of God.

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES & SPONSORSHIPS FOR
ALTAR FLOWERS/ETERNAL LIGHT are available in the
back of the sanctuary. All members (including those newly
confirmed) have envelopes, except those who regularly
contribute online.

SCHEDULE CHANGES THIS WEEK ... As announced in yesterday's e-blast, the
following have been cancelled for this week: Today’s Adult Bible class/Sunday
School; Monday’s Confirmation Classes; and Wednesday's Mid-week Services.

Last Week in Worship
Christmas Eve Worship Attendance —98 (2 pm); 110 (7 pm)
Christmas Day Worship Attendance — 33
Sunday Worship attendance (12/26) _- 74
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This Week at Zion

SUN 8:00 AM — Worship
1/2 10:30 AM - Worship
6:15 PM -- Grace Bells
MON 7:15 PM - Choir
1/3 8:15 PM — Faith Bells
TUE 7:00 PM - Board of Education Mtg.
1/4
WED
1/5
EPIPHANY
THU 7:00 PM - Elder's Mtg.
1/6
FRI
1/7
SAT
1/8
8:00 AM — Worship
SUN 9:15 AM — Adult/Teen Bible Study & Children’s Sunday School
1/9 10:30 AM - Worship
Installation of Officers at both worship services
FOOD BANK COLLECTION



http://www.zlcb.org/donate
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What is The Festival .
of the Nativity of our Lord?
\_/

The Festival of the Nativity of our Lord is the
traditional way of saying Christmas Day. December

25 is one of the most important festival days in the
Church Year. This is the day that we celebrate the birth
of our Savior Jesus!

Why do we do
the things we do
at Christmas?

Many of the things that we
do at Christmas have their beginnings with

the Romans. Early Christians soon saw some of these things
as outward reminders of Christmas and began to use them
in their own celebrations. For example, when we give and
receive presents, we can remember the greatest gift that has
ever been given, our Lord Jesus! After all, today we celebrate
Jesus' birthday, and He is the real reason for the season!

Parents: What a great way to spend Christmas! Thanks

be to God that you have brought your children to hear

the wonderful Good Mews of lesus today! When you go
horme, be sure to remind your children that Jesus is the best
present we could ever have. He gave up His life so that we
might have eternal life. What a great message to share!
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