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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
Nehemiah 7:1-4; 8:1-18 
 Now when the wall had been built and I had set up the doors, and the 
gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites had been appointed, I gave my brother 
Hanani and Hananiah the governor of the castle charge over Jerusalem, for he 
was a more faithful and God-fearing man than many. And I said to them, “Let not 
the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun is hot. And while they are still 
standing guard, let them shut and bar the doors. Appoint guards from among the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, some at their guard posts and some in front of their 



own homes.” The city was wide and large, but the people within it were few, and 
no houses had been rebuilt. 
 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water 
Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that 
the LORD had commanded Israel. So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they 
heard, on the first day of the seventh month. And he read from it facing the 
square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence 
of the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all 
the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. And Ezra the scribe stood on a 
wooden platform that they had made for the purpose.  And Ezra opened the 
book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he 
opened it all the people stood. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all 
the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their 
heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. The Levites helped 
the people to understand the Law, while the people remained in their 
places. They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the 
sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to 
the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard 
the words of the Law. Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink 
sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is 
holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your 
strength.” So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is 
holy; do not be grieved.” And all the people went their way to eat and drink and 
to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the 
words that were declared to them. 
 On the second day the heads of fathers' houses of all the people, with the 
priests and the Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the 
words of the Law. And they found it written in the Law that the LORD had 
commanded by Moses that the people of Israel should dwell in booths during the 
feast of the seventh month, and that they should proclaim it and publish it in all 
their towns and in Jerusalem, “Go out to the hills and bring branches of olive, wild 
olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make booths, as it is written.” So the 
people went out and brought them and made booths for themselves, each on his 



roof, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square 
at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. And all the assembly 
of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and lived in the 
booths, for from the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that day the people of 
Israel had not done so. And there was very great rejoicing. And day by day, from 
the first day to the last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept 
the feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly, 
according to the rule. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
1 Timothy 5:1-16 
 Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a 
father, younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, younger women as 
sisters, in all purity. 
 Honor widows who are truly widows. But if a widow has children or 
grandchildren, let them first learn to show godliness to their own household and 
to make some return to their parents, for this is pleasing in the sight of 
God. She who is truly a widow, left all alone, has set her hope on God 
and continues in supplications and prayers night and day, but she who is self-
indulgent is dead even while she lives. Command these things as well, so that 
they may be without reproach. But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, 
and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is 
worse than an unbeliever. 
 Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty years of age, having 
been the wife of one husband, and having a reputation for good works: if she has 
brought up children, has shown hospitality, has washed the feet of the saints, 
has cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to every good work. But 
refuse to enroll younger widows, for when their passions draw them away from 
Christ, they desire to marry and so incur condemnation for having abandoned 
their former faith. Besides that, they learn to be idlers, going about from house to 
house, and not only idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying what they 
should not. So I would have younger widows marry, bear children, manage their 
households, and give the adversary no occasion for slander. For some have 
already strayed after Satan. If any believing woman has relatives who are widows, 



let her care for them. Let the church not be burdened, so that it may care for 
those who are truly widows 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

The Ten Commandments 
P What is the fourth commandment? 
C Honor your father and your mother. 
P What does this mean? 
C We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our 

parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love 
and cherish them. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  
P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 
mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 
of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 



P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those 
suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 



the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
     against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

 
The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

 



Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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