


Lent 4 Mid-Week Service
Eyes on Jesus

This Lent, we will use the metaphor of eyesight to examine
how the various people in Mark’s Gospel viewed Jesus
during His Passion. In most cases, they misunderstood who
He was and what He was doing; then again, sometimes by
faith people did recognize Him correctly.

We have these forty days of Lent in which we may look
within ourselves as people of faith in our day. How are we
like or unlike the people who saw Jesus in the flesh? Most
important, as we gather for worship, we will see what
Jesus has done to save us from our sins by His holy,
precious blood and innocent sufferings and death.

Today, we take a look at the chief priests and scribes, who
saw Jesus as an obstacle to be rid of by violence. Yet,
during the Passover festival, they would unwittingly bring
about the sacrifice of the ultimate Passover Lamb. How,
then, should we view those who oppose the Gospel in our
day? And how might these insights guide our prayers?
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March 25,2020

Order of Vespers

Opening Hymn: Upon the Cross Extended #453
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5  Your soul in griefs unbounded,
Your head with thorns surrounded,
You died to ransom me.
The cross for me enduring,
The crown for me securing,
You healed my wounds and set me free.

6  Your cords of love, my Savior,
Bind me to You forever,
| am no longer mine.
To You | gladly tender



All that my life can render
And all | have to You resign.

7  Your cross | place before me;
Its saving pow’r restore me,
Sustain me in the test.
It will, when life is ending,
Be guiding and attending
My way to Your eternal rest.

&

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

©

O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

@

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.

@ @F

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now,

and will be forever. Amen.

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.

+ READINGS +

First Reading -- Job 24:13-17
“There are those who rebel against the light,
who are not acquainted with its ways,
and do not stay in its paths.
The murderer rises before it is light,
that he may kill the poor and needy,
and in the night he is like a thief.
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The eye of the adulterer also waits for the twilight,
saying, ‘No eye will see me’;
and he veils his face.
In the dark they dig through houses;
by day they shut themselves up;
they do not know the light.
For deep darkness is morning to all of them;
for they are friends with the terrors of deep darkness.

(P): O Lord, have mercy on us.
@: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading -- 1 John 3:11-15

For this is the message that you have heard from the
beginning, that we should love one another. We should
not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own
deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous. Do not be
surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. We know
that we have passed out of death into life, because we
love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death.
Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you
know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

(P): O Lord, have mercy on us.
[¥: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel — Mark 14:1, 53-65

It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast
of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes
were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him,

And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief
priests and the elders and the scribes came together. And
Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the
courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the
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guards and warming himself at the fire. Now the chief
priests and the whole Council were seeking testimony
against Jesus to put him to death, but they found none.
For many bore false witness against him, but their
testimony did not agree. And some stood up and bore
false witness against him, saying, “We heard him say, ‘1 will
destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three
days | will build another, not made with hands.”” Yet even
about this their testimony did not agree. And the high
priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no
answer to make? What is it that these men testify against
you?” But he remained silent and made no answer. Again
the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of
the Blessed?” And Jesus said, “l am, and you will see the
Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming
with the clouds of heaven.” And the high priest tore his
garments and said, “What further witnesses do we need?
You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?”
And they all condemned him as deserving death. And
some began to spit on him and to cover his face and to
strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards
received him with blows.

(P): O Lord, have mercy on us.
@: Thanks be to God.

Responsory

(P): Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of
my salvation.

[¥: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from
those who rise against me.

(P): In You, O Lord, do | put my trust, leave me not, O
Lord, my God.



Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from
those who rise against me.

Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of
my salvation.

Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from
those who rise against me.

Sermon Hymn -- “Our Eyes Behold the Savior’s Face”

Our eyes behold the Savior’s face
And yet cannot perceive

That His perspective held our grace
Before we could believe.

Our focus flits and fails to see

The One whose steadfast gaze
Propelled Him to the darkened tree
Enveloped in death’s haze.

Our sights train on the dreadful cross.
Beneath His knowing eyes,

Our sins are bare and set for loss;

He sees us as His prize.

Our vision blurs with anxious tears
As Jesus’ eyelids fall

To conquer sin and all our fears
And tear in two our pall.

Our view scans for the coming Day
That evermore grows near,

When Jesus wipes our tears away
And all is crystal clear.



Sermon
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as it was inthe be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev - er. A-men.




Offering
+ PRAYER +

Stand

Kyrie

@: Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

Lord’s Prayer

[@: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

(P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at
His command, and with His own words, we receive
His testament:

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
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“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper,
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My - blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me."

Distribution
Collects

(P): O Lord, hear my prayer.

[3: And let my cry come to You.

(P): Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when You were
betrayed, You handed over to Your Church the
blessed Sacrament of Your body and blood. The
next day You were handed over by Your Father to
death on our behalf. Grant that, as our faith is
strengthened by feasting on You, the Bread of Life,
we may never betray You but steadfastly confess
You as our Redeemer; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

(P): Let us bless the Lord.

[d: Thanks be to God.



(P): The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

¥: Amen.

Closing Hymn: God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven #877
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last dread call shall wake us, Then, O Lord, do not for-sake us,
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Ho - ly dreams and hopes at-tend us All through the night.
Nev-er be Your smile de-nied us All through the day.
But to reign in glo - ry take us With You on high.
And in wor - thier strains a - dore You While a - ges run.
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