


Lent 2 Mid-Week Service
Eyes on Jesus

This Lent, we will use the metaphor of eyesight to examine
how the various people in Mark’s Gospel viewed Jesus
during His Passion. In most cases, they misunderstood who
He was and what He was doing; then again, sometimes by
faith people did recognize Him correctly.

We have these forty days of Lent in which we may look
within ourselves as people of faith in our day. How are we
like or unlike the people who saw Jesus in the flesh? Most
important, as we gather for worship, we will see what
Jesus has done to save us from our sins by His holy,
precious blood and innocent sufferings and death.

Today, we see in Gethsemane that Jesus’ inner circle—
Peter, James, and John—cannot keep their eyes open to
watch and pray with Him for even an hour. How awake
have we been, lest we fall prey to temptation? Why does
Jesus agree that His Father’s will be done?
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March 11, 2020
Order of Vespers
Opening Hymn: Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray #663
(P In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

¥: Amen.

O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

@

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.

@ @F

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now,

and will be forever. Amen.

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.

+ READINGS +

First Reading — Romans 13:8-14

Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the
one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and
any other commandment, are summed up in this word:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the
law.

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us
now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the
day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness



and put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in
the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy.
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for
the flesh, to gratify its desires.

(P): O Lord, have mercy on us.
¥: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading -- Mark 13:32-37

“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows,
not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know
when the time will come. It is like a man going on a
journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in
charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay awake—for you
do not know when the master of the house will come, in
the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or in
the morning— lest he come suddenly and find you asleep.
And what | say to you | say to all: Stay awake.”

(P): O Lord, have mercy on us.
@: Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel - Mark 14:32-42

And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he
said to his disciples, “Sit here while | pray.” And he took
with him Peter and James and John, and began to be
greatly distressed and troubled. And he said to them, “My
soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and
watch.” And going a little farther, he fell on the ground
and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass
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from him. And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are
possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what |
will, but what you will.” And he came and found them
sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep?
Could you not watch one hour? Watch and pray that you
may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away and
prayed, saying the same words. And again he came and
found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and
they did not know what to answer him. And he came the
third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and
taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son
of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us
be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”

(P): O Lord, have mercy on us.
[¥: Thanks be to God.

Responsory

(P): Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of
my salvation.

[@: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from
those who rise against me.

(P): In You, O Lord, do | put my trust, leave me not, O
Lord, my God.

[¥: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from
those who rise against me.

(P): Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of
my salvation.

[¥: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from
those who rise against me.



Sermon Hymn -- “Our Eyes Behold the Savior’s Face”

Our eyes behold the Savior’s face
And yet cannot perceive

That His perspective held our grace
Before we could believe.

Our focus flits and fails to see

The One whose steadfast gaze
Propelled Him to the darkened tree
Enveloped in death’s haze.

Our sights train on the dreadful cross.
Beneath His knowing eyes,

Our sins are bare and set for loss;

He sees us as His prize.

Our vision blurs with anxious tears
As Jesus’ eyelids fall

To conquer sin and all our fears
And tear in two our pall.

Our view scans for the coming Day
That evermore grows near,

When Jesus wipes our tears away
And all is crystal clear.

Sermon



+ CANTICLE - MAGNIFICAT +

Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
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and the lifting up of my hands as the eve - ning sac - ri - fice.
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My soul mag-ni-fies theLord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Sav-ior;
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(I) He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the
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as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for-ev-er.
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as it was inthe be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev - er. A-men.



Offering
+ PRAYER +

Stand

Kyrie

@: Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

Lord’s Prayer

[8: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collects

(P): O Lord, hear my prayer.
¥: And let my cry come to You.

(P): Let us pray. O God, from whom come all holy
desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
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obey Your commandments and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

o

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

B @QF

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
us all.

Amen.

o

Closing Hymn: O Blessed Light, O Trinity #890





