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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
Ezekiel 44:1-16, 23-29 
 Then the man brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary, the one 
facing east, and it was shut. The LORD said to me, “This gate is to remain shut. It 
must not be opened; no one may enter through it. It is to remain shut because 
the LORD, the God of Israel, has entered through it.  The prince himself is the only 
one who may sit inside the gateway to eat in the presence of the LORD. He is to 
enter by way of the portico of the gateway and go out the same way.” 



 Then the man brought me by way of the north gate to the front of the temple. 
I looked and saw the glory of the LORD filling the temple of the LORD, and I fell 
facedown. 
 The LORD said to me, “Son of man, look carefully, listen closely and give 
attention to everything I tell you concerning all the regulations and instructions 
regarding the temple of the LORD. Give attention to the entrance to the temple 
and all the exits of the sanctuary.  Say to rebellious Israel, ‘This is what the 
Sovereign LORD says: Enough of your detestable practices, people of Israel!  In 
addition to all your other detestable practices, you brought foreigners 
uncircumcised in heart and flesh into my sanctuary, desecrating my temple while 
you offered me food, fat and blood, and you broke my covenant.  Instead of 
carrying out your duty in regard to my holy things, you put others in charge of 
my sanctuary.  This is what the Sovereign LORD says: No foreigner uncircumcised 
in heart and flesh is to enter my sanctuary, not even the foreigners who live 
among the Israelites. 
 “‘The Levites who went far from me when Israel went astray and who 
wandered from me after their idols must bear the consequences of their sin.  They 
may serve in my sanctuary, having charge of the gates of the temple and serving 
in it; they may slaughter the burnt offerings and sacrifices for the people and 
stand before the people and serve them.  But because they served them in the 
presence of their idols and made the people of Israel fall into sin, therefore I have 
sworn with uplifted hand that they must bear the consequences of their sin, 
declares the Sovereign LORD.  They are not to come near to serve me as priests or 
come near any of my holy things or my most holy offerings; they must bear the 
shame of their detestable practices.  And I will appoint them to guard the temple 
for all the work that is to be done in it. 
 “‘But the Levitical priests, who are descendants of Zadok and who guarded my 
sanctuary when the Israelites went astray from me, are to come near to minister 
before me; they are to stand before me to offer sacrifices of fat and blood, 
declares the Sovereign LORD.  They alone are to enter my sanctuary; they alone 
are to come near my table to minister before me and serve me as guards. 
 They are to teach my people the difference between the holy and the 
common and show them how to distinguish between the unclean and the clean. 
 “‘In any dispute, the priests are to serve as judges and decide it according to 
my ordinances. They are to keep my laws and my decrees for all my appointed 
festivals, and they are to keep my Sabbaths holy.  



 “‘A priest must not defile himself by going near a dead person; however, if the 
dead person was his father or mother, son or daughter, brother or unmarried 
sister, then he may defile himself.  After he is cleansed, he must wait seven 
days.  On the day he goes into the inner court of the sanctuary to minister in the 
sanctuary, he is to offer a sin offering for himself, declares the Sovereign LORD. 
 “‘I am to be the only inheritance the priests have. You are to give them no 
possession in Israel; I will be their possession.  They will eat the grain offerings, 
the sin offerings and the guilt offerings; and everything in Israel devoted to 
the LORD will belong to them. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Romans 9:1-18 
 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through 
the Holy Spirit — I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I 
could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 
people, those of my own race, the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to 
sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the 
temple worship and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is 
traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever 
praised! Amen. 
  It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from 
Israel are Israel.  Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s 
children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be 
reckoned.”  In other words, it is not the children by physical descent who are 
God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as 
Abraham’s offspring.  For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed 
time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.” 
  Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our 
father Isaac.  Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or 
bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand:  not by works but by 
him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”  Just as it is 
written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 



  What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all!  For he says to Moses, 

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 
    and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 

  It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s 
mercy.  For Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I 
might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the 
earth.”  Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he 
hardens whom he wants to harden. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Introduction 

P What is the Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer? 
C Our Father who art in heaven. 
 
P What does this mean? 
C  With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true 

Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and 
confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  
P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 
mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 



P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 
of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those medical workers fighting the coronavirus pandemic, for those 
suffering from this illness, for those who are mourning the loss of loved 
ones, and for all those who are adversely affected by this pandemic, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 



P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 
the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
     against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 
His own words, we receive His testament: 

 
The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 



 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
P  Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


