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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Daniel 1:1-21 

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar 

king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim 

king of Judah into his hand, with some of the vessels of the house of God. And he 

brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed the 

vessels in the treasury of his god. Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief 

eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family and of the 

nobility, youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, 

endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in 

the king's palace, and to teach them the literature and language of the 

Chaldeans. The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, 

and of the wine that he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at 

the end of that time they were to stand before the king. Among these were 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah. And the chief of the 

eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called 

Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego. 

But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king's food, or 

with the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow 

him not to defile himself. And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight 

of the chief of the eunuchs, and the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my 

lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink; for why should he see that 

you were in worse condition than the youths who are of your own age? So you 

would endanger my head with the king.” Then Daniel said to the steward whom 

the chief of the eunuchs had assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 

Azariah, “Test your servants for ten days; let us be given vegetables to eat and 

water to drink. Then let our appearance and the appearance of the youths who 

eat the king's food be observed by you, and deal with your servants according to 

what you see.” So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them for ten 

days. At the end of ten days it was seen that they were better in appearance and 

fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the king's food. So the steward took 

away their food and the wine they were to drink, and gave them vegetables. 

As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature and 

wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. At the end of 

the time, when the king had commanded that they should be brought in, the 
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chief of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king 

spoke with them, and among all of them none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they stood before the king. And in every matter 

of wisdom and understanding about which the king inquired of them, he found 

them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters that were in all his 

kingdom. And Daniel was there until the first year of King Cyrus. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Matthew 28:1-20 

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a 

great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and 

rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like 

dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 

you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 

Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he 

has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you 

will see him. See, I have told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with 

fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and 

said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 

Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 

Galilee, and there they will see me.” 

While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told 

the chief priests all that had taken place. And when they had assembled with the 

elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers and 

said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were 

asleep.’ And if this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you 

out of trouble.” So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this 

story has been spread among the Jews to this day. 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
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given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Sacrament of the Altar 

 

P What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 

C These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show 

us that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given 

us through these words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is 

also life and salvation. 

 

P How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 

C Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words 

written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These 

words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in 

the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 

“forgiveness of sins.” 

 

Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 
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P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 
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C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 

the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 

pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
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P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


