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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Deuteronomy 31 & 32 

Then Moses spoke the words of this song until they were finished, in the ears of 

all the assembly of Israel: 

“Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak, 

    and let the earth hear the words of my mouth. 

For I will proclaim the name of the LORD; 

    ascribe greatness to our God! 

“The Rock, his work is perfect, 

    for all his ways are justice. 

A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, 

    just and upright is he. 

They have dealt corruptly with him; 

    they are no longer his children because they are blemished; 

    they are a crooked and twisted generation. 

Do you thus repay the LORD, 

    you foolish and senseless people? 

Is not he your father, who created you, 

    who made you and established you? 

Remember the days of old; 

    consider the years of many generations; 

ask your father, and he will show you, 

    your elders, and they will tell you. 

When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, 

    when he divided mankind, 

he fixed the borders of the peoples 

    according to the number of the sons of God. 

But the LORD's portion is his people, 

    Jacob his allotted heritage. 

“He found him in a desert land, 

    and in the howling waste of the wilderness; 

he encircled him, he cared for him, 

    he kept him as the apple of his eye. 

Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, 

    that flutters over its young, 
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spreading out its wings, catching them, 

    bearing them on its pinions, 

the LORD alone guided him, 

    no foreign god was with him. 

He made him ride on the high places of the land, 

    and he ate the produce of the field, 

and he suckled him with honey out of the rock, 

    and oil out of the flinty rock. 

 

Then he forsook God who made him 

    and scoffed at the Rock of his salvation. 

They stirred him to jealousy with strange gods; 

    with abominations they provoked him to anger. 

They sacrificed to demons that were no gods, 

    to gods they had never known, 

to new gods that had come recently, 

    whom your fathers had never dreaded. 

You were unmindful of the Rock that bore you, 

    and you forgot the God who gave you birth. 

“The LORD saw it and spurned them, 

    because of the provocation of his sons and his daughters. 

And he said, ‘I will hide my face from them; 

    I will see what their end will be, 

for they are a perverse generation, 

    children in whom is no faithfulness. 

They have made me jealous with what is no god; 

    they have provoked me to anger with their idols. 
 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

Matthew 20:1-16 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a 

denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going out about the third 
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hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to them he said, ‘You 

go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they 

went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the 

same. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And 

he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because 

no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ And when 

evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers 

and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ And when 

those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a 

denarius. Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive 

more, but each of them also received a denarius. And on receiving it they 

grumbled at the master of the house, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, 

and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 

and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 

wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and 

go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do 

what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 

generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Confession 

P  What sins should we confess? 

C  Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not 

aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we should 

confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts. 

 

P Which are these? 

C Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: Are you 

a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? Have you been 

disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or 

quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds? Have you 

stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm? 
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Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 



7 
 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant that we may receive 

the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 

pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


