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Please Pray for These 
Important Dates

May 17 - Webinar  
“Redefining the Graying Church:  
The Mission Field of Older Adults”  
with Dr. Rich Bimler, Ambassador of 
Health, Hope and Aging (AH-HA!),  
Arlington Heights, Ill.   
1–2 p.m. CST 

June 21 - Webinar   
“Family Ministry” with Prof. Ben 
Freudenberg, Concordia Center for 
the Family, Ann Arbor, Mich.  
1–2 p.m. CST 

Nov. 8–10 
National RSTM Conference 
Hilton Kansas City Airport,  
Kansas City, Mo. 
lcms.org/rstm/conference

If you have an idea or story for  
Rural Outreach, contact Amy at 
the RSTM office.

Phone: 888-463-5127 
Email: amy.gerdts@lcms.org
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Our “Life Together”
• To follow the core beliefs of

the LCMS
• To equip rural professional and

lay leaders
• To support congregations in

community engagement

Remember: RSTM is eligible for 
Thrivent Choice Dollars!
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“And we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 
faith toward You and fervent love toward one another through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord” (Post-Communion Collect, Divine Service, Setting One–Five, Lutheran Service Book).

Don’t forget: RSTM provides free monthly 
webinars on topics important to congre-
gations in town and country settings. Up 
next is Redefining the Graying Church: 
The Mission Field of Older Adults on May 
17 with Dr. Rich Bimler, Ambassador of 
Health, Hope and Aging (AH-HA!), fol-
lowed by Family Ministry with Prof. Ben 
Freudenberg, Concordia Center for the 
Family. Find past webinars in the webinar 
archive on our website as a free resource 
for use when you need it. 

Watch for information on all our 
upcoming events! Remember that you 
can register for our Engaging Your 
Community events (EYC) as well as our 
Engaging the Wandering (ETW) events 
at lcms.org/rstm. To see our complete 
calendar or learn more about upcoming 
events, visit lcms.org/
rstm. Contact our 
office at 888-463-5127 
or rstm@lcms.org. 

RSTM Events Update

s I was on my morning walk, the signs of spring 
were all around. The ground was wet from the 
rain, the grass was starting to green up and the 

robins were having a heyday feasting on the night-
crawler buffet. It reminded me of just how awesome it 
is to be in rural and small-town mission and ministry. 
This is truly a blessing from God Himself.

Yet all too often, we limit ourselves and others, for 
one reason or another, in the various ministries we are 
called to do. So, please bear with me while I climb up 
on a couple of my soapboxes.

A major limitation that I hear altogether too much 
is “I’ve taken my turn — it’s time for someone else.” If 
we really took a moment and thought about this state-
ment, we would see how silly it is. We have indeed been given a finite amount of time 
on this earth. As Christians, the time is finite, but the opportunity to serve Christ and 
His Church is virtually limitless. As long as Christ continues to be with us (which is 
until the end of time), we have work to do for His Kingdom. Certainly, the form and 
function of that work will change over time but work we must because His love for us 
is boundless. (continued on page 2)

A

STRONG FAITH, FERVENT LOVE 

A Soapbox (or Two)

http://lcms.org/rstm/conference
http://lcms.org/rstm
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 2 Reaching Rural America for Christ | May 2018

LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission 
supports and encourages rural and 
small-town congregations in engaging 
their communities and growing 
together in Christ through Word and 
Sacrament. 

Learn more about RSTM at lcms.org/
rstm or by calling Amy at 888-463-
5127. “Like” us on our Facebook 
page at facebook.com/lcmsrstm.

Click the Give 
Now button to 
support the 
work of RSTM.
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Another one that gets me is “the youth are the future Church,” as if to say, someday 
they will be the Church, but for now, let them only help with putting up and taking 
down tables and chairs and leave the mission and ministry to us more seasoned folk. 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, our children and our youth are the Church right now.  
They are certainly a differing part of the body than those of us with more experience, 
but they too have valuable Kingdom work to do and deserve and need our full support, 
even when the number of youth in a congregation are few (maybe especially when there 
are only a few in a congregation).

Climbing down off my soapbox now, I simply want to ask God’s blessing on you in your 
work for His Kingdom in rural and small-town places. May the Lord of the Church guide 
and direct you to see the opportunity to serve that is always right in front of you!

“Serve the LORD with gladness” (Ps. 100:2). 

Pastor Todd Kollbaum

STRONG FAITH, FERVENT LOVE, continued

Redefining the Graying Church:

The rural and small-town churches 
in America are poised to become the 

spiritual renewal center for older adult 
ministries. How’s that for a challenging 
goal and opportunity for each of us in the 
years ahead? Jeremiah 29:11 says it so well: 
“For I know the plans I have for you … 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.”

The reality is that the Lord is allowing 
us to live longer in order to bring His hope 
of love, peace and forgiveness in Christ 
to more people! There are more people 
over 65 years old on this earth now than 
ever before. Over 10,000 of us are turning 
65 today, and this includes many of us in 
rural and small communities. Rural and 
small-town congregations are in the posi-
tion to be leaders to help people of all ages 
celebrate God’s gift of aging, if — and this 
is the challenge — if our congregations are 
willing to change the climate of how our 
society perceives growing older.

It is time that we, the Church, become 
more intentional about enabling people to 
see aging as a blessing to celebrate rather 
than a burden to endure! God’s people 
do not need to “get over it.” We need to 
“get on with it” as we celebrate and serve 
people of all ages! The new frontier for 
the Church is longevity, and longevity is 
getting longer all the time. Where else but 

in rural America is the best place to make 
this statement to the whole Church, as the 
rural/small-town churches around us be-
come a spiritual renewal center for older 
adults, and at the same time, for those of 
all ages as well?

Rural and small communities are 
aging. Metropolitan areas are generally 
getting younger. Rural and small-town 
congregations are being positioned by the 
Lord to serve as renewal centers as they 
equip and model how God’s people of all 
ages care for people, love people, serve 
people and pray for people throughout 
the U.S. and the world! Pastor Brad Roth, 
author of God’s Country: Faith, Hope, 
and the Future of the Rural Church says, 
“Leaders in the early monastic movement 
envisioned their monasteries as special 
houses of prayer sustaining the global 
church. They went out into the country 
not as a flight but as a vocation — to pray 
on behalf of the city.” 

Our rural and small-town churches 
can be laboratories for all generations by 
teaching and modeling what the Church 
is all about! They can model preaching, 
teaching, serving and relating to people 
of all ages, at home, school and in the 
community. They can teach parents to 
teach their children the Word of the Lord. 
They can unite people, young and old, 

as people of all ages worship and receive 
the Sacraments together. They can model 
that families are called to care for one 
another and to bring generations together 
again in the common bond of unity in 
Christ Jesus. They can once again connect 
people of all ages to come together and 
complete the ministry God has created 
for them to do!

Are we ready, rural and small-town 
congregations? Are we ready to reunite 
God’s people of all ages as we serve, care 
and celebrate together? Are we ready to 
see aging as a “natural resource” that is a 
gift from God instead of a tsunami ravag-
ing the countryside?

Maybe, just maybe, becoming a spiri-
tual renewal center of prayer and teaching 
for the younger and for the older, locally 
and throughout the world, is our hope and 
our future in the Lord!

Dr. Rich Bimler serves as the Ambassador of 
Health, Hope and Aging! (AH-HA!) for Lutheran 
Life Communities, and as a ministry consultant 
for Lutheran Church Charities.

630-951-1522
RBimler@gmail.com
richandcharlieresources.com
hope-fulldevos.com
cph.org/joyfullyaging

The Mission Field  
of Older Adults by Dr. Rich Bimler
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