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Funeral Service of Mitchell Fitzgerald




Funeral Service
- Mitchell David Fitzgerald
Born: August 31,1996
Baptized: September 29, 1996
Confirmed: May 15, 2011
Entered eternal rest in Christ: February 7, 2024

Please Stand

Processional Reading

Please be Seated
Opening Hymn - On Eagles’ Wings #727
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1 You who dwell in the shel-ter of the Lord, Whoa
2 snare of the fowl - er will nev-er cap-ture you,
3 You need not fear the ter-ror of the night, Nor the
4 For to His an - gels He’s giv-en a com-mand
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bide in His shad - ow for life,
fam - ine will bring you no fear;
ar - row that flies____ by day;
guard you in all of your ways;
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Say to the Lord: ‘My___ ref - uge, My_____
Un - der His wings your____ ref - uge, His
thou - sands___ fall a - bout you,
on their___  hands they will bear you up, Lest you
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rock in whom I trust!”
faith - ful -ness_ your____  shield.
Near you it shall___  not come.

dash__ your foot a- gainst a stone.
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And He will raise you up on ea - gles’ wings,
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Bear you on the breath of dawn, Make you to shine like the
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sun, And hold you in the palm of His hand. 2 The

Text and tune: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004720

Please Stand

Invocation

P] In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Placing of the Pall

Remembrance of Baptism

[P} In Holy Baptism Mitchell was clothed with the robe of Christ's righteousness
that covered all his sin. St. Paul says, "Do you not know that all of us who have
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?"

We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a
death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like
His.

Kyrie
(P} Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Salutation and Collect of the Day




P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P] Let us pray.
O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness shown to
Mitchell and to all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, now
rest from their labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and
receive the crown of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be Seated

First Reading -- Psalm 118:1-9

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!

Let Israel say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”
Let the house of Aaron say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”
Let those who fear the LORD say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”

Out of my distress | called on the LORD;
the LORD answered me and set me free.
The LORD is on my side; | will not fear.
What can man do to me?
The LORD is on my side as my helper;
I shall look in triumph on those who hate me.

It is better to take refuge in the LORD
than to trust in man.

It is better to take refuge in the LORD
than to trust in princes.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Second Reading -- Ephesians 2:1-10




And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is
now at work in the sons of disobedience — among whom we all once lived in the
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were
by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy,
because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of
works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in
them.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Third Reading -- Matthew 6:25-33

"Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to
his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his
glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more
clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ or 'What shall we drink?’ or "What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all
these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to
you.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Apostles’ Creed

P} God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together




in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints.
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I everlasting. Amen.

Sermon
Please stand

Prayer of the Church

P) ... Lord, in Your mercy,
... hear our prayer.

Lord'’s Prayer

P} Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;




give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
P} Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and -~ give you peace.
Amen.

[P) Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord. Amen.

Please be Seated

Closing hymn on next page

Closing Hymn - Amazing Grace #744
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1A - maz - ing grace— how sweet the sound—  That
2 The Lord has  prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man - 'y dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
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saved a wretch like me! I once was lost  but
Word my hope se - cures; He will my shield and
have al - read - y come; His grace  has brought me
mor - tal life  shall cease, A - maz - ing grace shall
shin - ing as the sun, We’ve no less days to
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now am found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long  as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.
Please Stand
Removal of Pall
Recessional Readings
Recessional Music - Honor
Service Participants
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Edward Grimenstein Organist: Diane Strussenberg
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The Gospel of Mark 5:1-20




They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. And
when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the
tombs a man with an unclean spirit. He lived among the tombs. And no one
could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, for he had often been bound
with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the
shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. Night and day
among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and bruising
himself with stones. And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down
before him. And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | adjure you by God, do not torment me.”
For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” And Jesus
asked him, "What is your name?” He replied, "My name is Legion, for we are
many.” And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. Now
a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him,
saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” So he gave them permission.
And the unclean spirits came out, and entered the pigs, and the herd,
numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and
were drowned in the sea.

The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people
came to see what it was that had happened. And they came to Jesus and saw
the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there,
clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. And those who had seen it
described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the
pigs. And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. As he was getting
into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that
he might be with him. And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to
your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has
had mercy on you.” And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis
how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.

Obituary




Age 27, of Peters Township, on February 7, 2024. Beloved and cherished
son of Timothy A. and Jodi L. (Herschatft) Fitzgerald; loving brother of
Timothy E. (Kami L.) Fitzgerald, Jared M. Fitzgerald, and Jennifer J.
Fitzgerald; proud uncle of Timothy E. Fitzgerald; adored grandson of
Alice J. and the late Lawrence J. Fitzgerald, and the late Victor and
Jacqueline Herschalft, great nephew of the late Albert Hatala and Etta
and John Meehan; also survived by many aunts, uncles, cousins, and
friends. Mitchell was a lifelong member of Zion Lutheran Church; he
loved the Lord and sought to bring others to faith. He was a graduate of
Peters Township high school, where he excelled as a wrestler and
football player. He went on to study at the University of Pittsburgh,
Johnstown, where he continued to wrestle. He earned a bachelor's
degree in criminal justice from the California University of PA, with a 4.0
GPA. Mitchell served as a combat engineer in the U.S Army Reserve
with the 420th Engineer Company in Indiana, PA. He was a counselor, a
coach, and a soldier. Mitchell was a talented musician, he enjoyed
playing the keyboard and singing. He was a lover of all sports including
but not limited to football, wrestling, skateboarding, snowboarding,
hockey, boxing, MMA, riding and racing dirt bikes, and more. Mitchell
was a protector, a guardian, and a warrior. He was the guy who would
stick up for anyone and give you the shirt off his back. He was a little
stubborn, but he was also kind, smart, dependable, and had a great
work ethic. He loved to make people laugh. He will be deeply missed by
all who knew and loved him.

In lieu of flowers, the family respectfully requests donations to the Gary
Sinise Foundation.




