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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

1 Samuel 20:24-42 

So David hid himself in the field. And when the new moon came, the king sat 

down to eat food. The king sat on his seat, as at other times, on the seat by the 

wall. Jonathan sat opposite, and Abner sat by Saul's side, but David's place was 

empty. 

Yet Saul did not say anything that day, for he thought, “Something has 

happened to him. He is not clean; surely he is not clean.” But on the second day, 

the day after the new moon, David's place was empty. And Saul said to Jonathan 

his son, “Why has not the son of Jesse come to the meal, either yesterday or 

today?” Jonathan answered Saul, “David earnestly asked leave of me to go to 

Bethlehem. He said, ‘Let me go, for our clan holds a sacrifice in the city, and my 

brother has commanded me to be there. So now, if I have found favor in your 

eyes, let me get away and see my brothers.’ For this reason he has not come to 

the king's table.” 

Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said to him, “You son 

of a perverse, rebellious woman, do I not know that you have chosen the son of 

Jesse to your own shame, and to the shame of your mother's nakedness? For as 

long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, neither you nor your kingdom shall be 

established. Therefore send and bring him to me, for he shall surely die.” Then 

Jonathan answered Saul his father, “Why should he be put to death? What has he 

done?” But Saul hurled his spear at him to strike him. So Jonathan knew that his 

father was determined to put David to death. And Jonathan rose from the table 

in fierce anger and ate no food the second day of the month, for he was grieved 

for David, because his father had disgraced him. 

In the morning Jonathan went out into the field to the appointment with 

David, and with him a little boy. And he said to his boy, “Run and find the arrows 

that I shoot.” As the boy ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. And when the boy 

came to the place of the arrow that Jonathan had shot, Jonathan called after the 

boy and said, “Is not the arrow beyond you?” And Jonathan called after the boy, 

“Hurry! Be quick! Do not stay!” So Jonathan's boy gathered up the arrows and 

came to his master. But the boy knew nothing. Only Jonathan and David knew 

the matter. And Jonathan gave his weapons to his boy and said to him, “Go and 

carry them to the city.” And as soon as the boy had gone, David rose from beside 

the stone heap and fell on his face to the ground and bowed three times. And 
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they kissed one another and wept with one another, David weeping the 

most. Then Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, because we have sworn both of 

us in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘The LORD shall be between me and you, and 

between my offspring and your offspring, forever.’” And he rose and departed, 

and Jonathan went into the city. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:1-25 

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our 

brother Sosthenes, 

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ 

Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 

given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech 

and all knowledge— even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among 

you— so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the 

same mind and the same judgment. For it has been reported to me by Chloe's 

people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I mean is that each 

one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I 

follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized 

in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus 

and Gaius, so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. (I did 

baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I 

baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the 

gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power. 
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For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 

 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 

through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand 

signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block 

to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is 

wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Second Petition 

 

P What is the Second Petition? 

C Thy kingdom come. 

P What does this mean? 

C The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we 

pray in this petition that it may come to us also. 

P How does God’s kingdom come?  

C God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, 

so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in 

time and there in eternity. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 
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Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to 

remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to 

us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your 

righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the 

bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 

pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


