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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Joshua 1:1-18 

After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the 

son of Nun, Moses' assistant, “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go 

over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to 

the people of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have 

given to you, just as I promised to Moses. From the wilderness and this Lebanon 

as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the 

Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. No man shall 

be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I 

will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, 

for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to 

give them. Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to 

all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the 

right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go. This 

Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it 

day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in 

it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good 

success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever 

you go.” 

And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, “Pass through the midst of 

the camp and command the people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three 

days you are to pass over this Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that 

the LORD your God is giving you to possess.’” 

And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh Joshua 

said, “Remember the word that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, 

saying, ‘The LORD your God is providing you a place of rest and will give you this 

land.’ Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land that 

Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but all the men of valor among you shall 

pass over armed before your brothers and shall help them, until the LORD gives 

rest to your brothers as he has to you, and they also take possession of the land 

that the LORD your God is giving them. Then you shall return to the land of your 

possession and shall possess it, the land that Moses the servant of the LORD gave 

you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 
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And they answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and 

wherever you send us we will go. Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will 

obey you. Only may the LORD your God be with you, as he was with 

Moses! Whoever rebels against your commandment and disobeys your words, 

whatever you command him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and 

courageous.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Acts 8:1-25 

And Saul approved of his execution. 

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in 

Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and 

Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and made great 

lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after 

house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. 

Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. Philip went 

down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. And the crowds 

with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip, when they heard 

him and saw the signs that he did. For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud 

voice, came out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame 

were healed. So there was much joy in that city. 

But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the 

city and amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody 

great. They all paid attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This 

man is the power of God that is called Great.” And they paid attention to him 

because for a long time he had amazed them with his magic. But when they 

believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the 

name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Even Simon 

himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing 

signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed. 

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 

word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for 

them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, for he had not yet fallen on any of 
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them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they 

laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. Now when Simon saw 

that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered 

them money, saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my 

hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish 

with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! You 

have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before 

God. Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if 

possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. For I see that you are 

in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” And Simon answered, “Pray 

for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.” 

Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned 

to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Creed 

The First Article 

 

P What is the first article of the creed? 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me 

my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my 

senses, and still takes care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, 

wife and children, land, animals, and all I have.  He richly and daily provides 

me with all that I need to support this body and life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all 

evil.  All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 

without any merit or worthiness in me.  For all this it is my duty to thank 

and praise, serve and obey Him. 

This is most certainly true. 
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Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  

P  In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord have mercy. 

P  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to 

remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to 

us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your 

righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the 

bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 

pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

Distribution 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


