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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Numbers 23:4-26 

God met with him, and Balaam said, “I have prepared seven altars, 
and on each altar I have offered a bull and a ram.” 

The LORD put a word in Balaam’s mouth and said, “Go back to Balak 
and give him this word.” 

So he went back to him and found him standing beside his offering, 

with all the Moabite officials. Then Balaam spoke his message: 
“Balak brought me from Aram, 
    the king of Moab from the eastern mountains. 

‘Come,’ he said, ‘curse Jacob for me; 
    come, denounce Israel.’ 

How can I curse 
    those whom God has not cursed? 

How can I denounce 

    those whom the LORD has not denounced? 

From the rocky peaks I see them, 
    from the heights I view them. 

I see a people who live apart 
    and do not consider themselves one of the nations. 

Who can count the dust of Jacob 
    or number even a fourth of Israel? 

Let me die the death of the righteous, 
    and may my final end be like theirs!” 

Balak said to Balaam, “What have you done to me? I brought you to 
curse my enemies, but you have done nothing but bless them!” 

He answered, “Must I not speak what the LORD puts in my mouth?” 
Then Balak said to him, “Come with me to another place where you 

can see them; you will not see them all but only the outskirts of their 
camp. And from there, curse them for me.” So he took him to the field 
of Zophim on the top of Pisgah, and there he built seven altars and 

offered a bull and a ram on each altar. 
Balaam said to Balak, “Stay here beside your offering while I meet 

with him over there.” 
The LORD met with Balaam and put a word in his mouth and said, 

“Go back to Balak and give him this word.” 

So he went to him and found him standing beside his offering, with 
the Moabite officials. Balak asked him, “What did the LORD say?” 
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Then he spoke his message: 
“Arise, Balak, and listen; 
    hear me, son of Zippor. 

God is not human, that he should lie, 

    not a human being, that he should change his mind. 

Does he speak and then not act? 
    Does he promise and not fulfill? 

I have received a command to bless; 
    he has blessed, and I cannot change it. 

“No misfortune is seen in Jacob, 
    no misery observed in Israel. 

The LORD their God is with them; 
    the shout of the King is among them. 

God brought them out of Egypt; 
    they have the strength of a wild ox. 

There is no divination against Jacob, 
    no evil omens against Israel. 

It will now be said of Jacob 
    and of Israel, ‘See what God has done!’ 

The people rise like a lioness; 
    they rouse themselves like a lion 

that does not rest till it devours its prey 
    and drinks the blood of its victims.” 

Then Balak said to Balaam, “Neither curse them at all nor bless 

them at all!” 
Balaam answered, “Did I not tell you I must do whatever the LORD 

says?” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Luke 22:47-71 

While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called 

Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but 

Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
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When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should 

we strike with our swords?” And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, 

cutting off his right ear. 

But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and 

healed him. 

Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the 

elders, who had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with 

swords and clubs? Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not 

lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.” 

Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high 

priest. Peter followed at a distance. And when some there had kindled a fire in 

the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with 

them. A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at 

him and said, “This man was with him.” 

But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. 

A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 

“Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 

About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for 

he is a Galilean.” 

Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was 

speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then 

Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster 

crows today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept 

bitterly. 

The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. They 

blindfolded him and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” And they said many 

other insulting things to him. 

At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and 

the teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. “If you are 

the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.” 

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, and if I asked you, you 

would not answer. But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right 

hand of the mighty God.” 

They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” 

He replied, “You say that I am.” 
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Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from 

his own lips.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Ten Commandments 

 

P What is the tenth commandment. 

C You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

P What does this mean? 

C We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our 

neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but urge 

them to stay and do their duty. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  

P In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 
 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C Lord have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 
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P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to 

remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to 

us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your 

righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the 
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bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 

pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 

us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Distribution 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


