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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Joel 2:18-32     

Then the LORD became jealous for his land 

    and had pity on his people. 

The LORD answered and said to his people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you 

    grain, wine, and oil, 

    and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 

    a reproach among the nations. 

“I will remove the northerner far from you, 

    and drive him into a parched and desolate land, 

his vanguard into the eastern sea, 

    and his rear guard into the western sea; 

the stench and foul smell of him will rise, 

    for he has done great things. 

“Fear not, O land; 

    be glad and rejoice, 

    for the LORD has done great things! 

Fear not, you beasts of the field, 

    for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 

the tree bears its fruit; 

    the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 

“Be glad, O children of Zion, 

    and rejoice in the LORD your God, 

for he has given the early rain for your vindication; 

    he has poured down for you abundant rain, 

    the early and the latter rain, as before. 

“The threshing floors shall be full of grain; 

    the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 

I will restore to you the years 

    that the swarming locust has eaten, 

the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 

    my great army, which I sent among you. 
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“You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 

    and praise the name of the LORD your God, 

    who has dealt wondrously with you. 

And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 

    and that I am the LORD your God and there is none else. 

And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

“And it shall come to pass afterward, 

    that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

    your old men shall dream dreams, 

    and your young men shall see visions. 

Even on the male and female servants 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit. 

“And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and 

columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to 

blood, before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. And it shall come 

to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in 

Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has 

said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

Romans 11:25—12:13 

Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this 

mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of 

the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, 

“The Deliverer will come from Zion, 

    he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 

“and this will be my covenant with them 

    when I take away their sins.” 
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As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, 

they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. For the gifts and the calling of 

God are irrevocable. For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now 

have received mercy because of their disobedience, so they too have now been 

disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive 

mercy. For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

    or who has been his counselor?” 

“Or who has given a gift to him 

    that he might be repaid?” 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 

forever. Amen. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 

of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 

good and acceptable and perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 

himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober 

judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as 

in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 

function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 

one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us 

use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one 

who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one 

who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does 

acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one 

another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be  
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slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in 

tribulation, be constant in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek 

to show hospitality. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

The Sacrament of the Altar 

P What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 

C These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show 

us that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given 

us through these words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is 

also life and salvation. 

Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  

P In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C Lord have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
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C Lord have mercy. 

P For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember 

and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 

from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 

that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 
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We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


