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Pastor’s Corner 

           God is With Us 

            “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
                      and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

               - Matthew 1:23 

 
Forget the presents.  Ignore all the food.  Enjoy friends and family, but don’t let your joy stop there.  

During this time of year, there is only one reason to have true, lasting joy – God has taken on human flesh, 

forever.  God has taken on “flesh” in many ways throughout time.  God walked in Eden (Gen. 3:8).  He 

came to Moses in a burning bush (Exodus 3:6).  He led the people of Israel out of Egypt as a pillar of cloud 

by day and a pillar of fire by night (Exodus 13:21).  He literally sat on top of the ark of the covenant be-

tween the two cherubim (1 Sam. 4:4). God has been taking on various forms of “flesh” ever since Eden, but 

they all pale in comparison to what Christ has done for you at Christmas.  He took on YOUR flesh. 

He took on our flesh with all its weaknesses, our flesh with all its temptations, our flesh that is subject to 

pain, hunger, and tiredness.  God took on all these limitations willingly.  God could have stayed the way He 

was. He didn’t have to take on our flesh, but He did have to take on our flesh if He wanted to pay the price 

for our sin, to suffer the punishment we deserve, and to make peace between us and God.  Jesus, the Son of 

God, had to take on flesh to save us; and He did.  This is why Jesus is named “Immanuel” which means 

God with us. 

God loves you so much that He never leaves you.  Consider St. Paul’s words to the church in Rome re-

garding baptism when he said:  

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  5 For if we 

have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 

like his.  - Romans 6:3-5 

 

It was not enough for Jesus just to take on human flesh.  He took on human flesh so He could suffer, die, 

and rise from the dead.  Just as Jesus took on human flesh through His incarnation, so now you have taken 

on Christ’s righteousness, holiness, and perfection through your baptism into Christ.  In Christ’s incarna-

tion, we have truly been given the greatest gift of all time.  His death and His resurrection have now be-

come our death to sin and our resurrection to eternal life. 

You truly have so much to be thankful for at Christmas, but make sure you look past the lights, the trees, 

the gifts, and the food.  Take joy in what Christ has done for you by coming in your flesh to save you from 

all sins and even save you from death itself.  

             - Pastor Grimenstein 



 

 



Mission Moment: 
Promoting Zion’s internal, local, and international missionary efforts 

www.lcms.org/rwokoma 

 

Blessed All Saints' Day to you, my fellow co-workers in the vineyard. Greetings in 
the Name of Him who has made you His saints! Amen!  

 

"O saints, sing with that happy throng! Lift up one voice; Let heav’n rejoice In our 
Re-deemer’s song!" - LSB 676 stz.3 

 

After the departure of our three visiting professors this past month (October), regu-
lar classes began. The students adjusted quickly to the normal routine. 

 

The seminary hosted a Symposium for the 501st Reformation Celebration, the first 
of its kind here. The theme was "SYNERGISM IN CHRISTENDOM." There were 
three lectures, two on the 30th followed by Vespers in the evening, and the final 
lecture/paper on the 31st with Divine Service Setting 5 from LSB. 

 

Considering the fact that 45 students graduated this past academic year, and that in 
the past 6 years we have been averaging 35 students graduating each year, some of you might ask why are the 
reapers still few? Simple, the truth is this, they were all placed in congregations and most were even asked to start 
missions in some cases. However, the seminary needs additional expertise for training other students into the Of-
fice of the Holy Ministry. This cannot ultimately be achieved by a lone missionary and / or short-term visiting pro-
fessors who 1) short-change their home congregations and / or primary assignments like seminary teaching, 
etc. and 2) struggle with recent complicated Visa processes initiated by some African countries that are making it 
more difficult for them to come to teach. Our visiting professors have been very helpful, but they also see the need 
and have, in fact, suggested that some of our new graduates be trained in U.S. 

 

It was as a result of this that for three years now I have been advocating for funding to send recent graduates 
(those who have graduated from the seminary in the past 3-5 years) to either of our LC-MS Seminaries in the U.S. 
for further training to become professors back here at JEM Lutheran Seminary, raising up the next generation of 
confessional pastors to be part of the faculty of this Seminary under the tutelage of visiting professors and myself. 
This would give stability and longevity to the Seminary program for the next generation of students / pastors 

 

If two or three graduates for the next three - four years could travel to the United States for further studies at either 
of our two LC-MS Seminaries, it would go a long way toward filling the six spots needed, minimum, to staff the 
departments. 

 

Prayer Requests: 

Pray that one or two individuals and / or our LCMS seminaries here in the U.S. will come to journey with me 
in this mission field. 

 

Sincerely in-Christ, 

Fr. Wokoma. 

1 Tim. 1:15. 

http://www.lcms.org/rwokoma


 

 

Check your inbox on Thursdays for the “Hymn of the Day” for that 

Sunday.  You will find this to be a great devotion.   

If you are not signed up for our E-blast now is the time to get on the 

list!  Contact us at secretary@zlcb.org to be added to the weekly E-

blast.   



 

 

 

Merry Christmas from the Preschool!  We’ve been learning all about the Christ-

mas story and all of the events that led up to the birth of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  The children had fun dressing up and re-telling the story of that 

glorious night.  These pictures, along with many others will be featured in a 

slide show following our Preschool Christmas Programs on December 3rd, 4th 

and 6th at 7:00 PM.  We would love to see you there.  Thank you for continuing 

to support us through your prayers.   Have a very blessed Christmas season.  

Tracey 



 

 

In honor of Veterans Day this year, MaryLou Rilee donated a new flag to replace our old, tattered flag that was hanging on 

the flagpole.  The flag she donated was originally used to drape the casket of her uncle who served in the military.  We 

asked Pastor Grimenstein,  a veteran himself,  to show our Stepping Stones class the proper way to dispose of an old flag, 

and hang a new flag.  What a wonderful day…..the sun was shining and our oldest Preschool kids learned how to respect 

not only the flag, but to respect and honor our veterans who fought and died for our freedoms.  Thank you to our members 

who have served! 



Chairman’s Report 
Church, Mission & Synod (CMS) & Plate Finances 
  
October Income                 $56,307.29* 
October Expenses             $61,680.54 
Unfavorable to Income      - $5,373.07 
 
Fiscal Year Income             $245,710.56 
Fiscal Year Expenses         $218,282.52 
Favorable to Income           $ 27,428.04 
 

 
May God continue to guide and bless our ministries, and may we wisely use the time 
and gifts that He has given each of us.  A blessed Christmas and Peaceful New Year 
from Church Council families to your family! 
 
Bob Schmidt 
Chairman 
 *The income is adjusted to include the last week of giving, which 

was not posted before the monthly closing. 

Bridgeville Area Food Bank  

 

If you are participating in the Angel tree, please return your unwrapped 

clothing (costing around twenty dollars) with the gift tag attached NO 

LATER THAN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9.  

 

Collection for this month’s Bridgeville area food bank is Sunday, December 9th .  The 

“item of the month” is hot drinks. 

You are also welcome to help at the food bank every third Saturday of the month be-

tween  7:45 am and 12:00 pm at Bethany Presbyterian Church. 

Dear Friends: 

A heartfelt thank you to all of our church friends for your prayers and support 

during my recent illness and rehabilitation.  I am now home and was able to enjoy 

a wonderful Thanksgiving in my newly remodeled first floor.  You may remember 

that a portion of my home was destroyed in the Bridgeville flooding this past sum-

mer, but thanks to the generosity of so many at Zion, it feels like home again! 

With Love and Gratitude —  Lillian (and Elsie) DallaPiazza 



 

 

Zion Youth News and Events 

Mark your calendars for our Lock In scheduled for Friday January 

4th—Saturday January 6th.  Drop off is Friday night and pick up will be 

Saturday morning at 8:00am! 

All are welcome! 

Look for us to resume study  

January 2019! 

SESSION SIX Takeaways:  Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Susanna - Surprised by God's Word 
1. Several women traveled "with" Jesus as he moved through the countryside. They accompanied Him and enjoyed Jesus' 

companionship. 

2. They were under His protective care and He healed some of them from afflictions and diseases. They came to faith in Jesus 

as their Lord. 

3. They gave of their own financial resources to provide for Jesus' needs. 

 

SESSION SEVEN Takeaways: The Dead Girl & the Sick Woman – Surprised by God’s Power 
1. Jesus called the sick woman “daughter”! Her own family may have deserted her. But now Jesus included her, healed her, 

acknowledged her faith, cared about her, erased her shame and fear. 

2. Besides the Resurrection of Christ, Scripture tells us of eight dead people who were brought back to life.  In each of these 

cases, we see the impotence of death in the face of our Lord’s mercy and power. 

Luminaria Set up Information!  Please join us on both days! 

December 23rd—Stay after 10:30am church service to put together the Luminaria for Christmas Eve 

December 24th—5:00 pm Come to church to set out the luminaria for service!   



   

Weekly Advent services will begin Wednesday  
Dec. 5th.  The theme for these mid-week services is 

“What Child is This”. 

 
Pre-service Dinners 6:00 pm  
Church Services: 7:00 pm 

 
Join us for dinner before worship! This is a great 

time of food and fellowship during the busy season 
of Advent. 



Banner Project 

Sanctuary with new banners 

 A Banner Fund has been created to raise money for the purchase of new banners for the 
front walls of our sanctuary.  These handcrafted banners will be designed to coordinate 
beautifully with the new altar/pulpit paraments that were purchased last year. We are hop-
ing to purchase banners for our new green, white, blue & red parament sets. If you would 
like to donate to this special fund, please write “Banner Fund” on the memo line of your 
check or envelope.  Thank you!   

Sanctuary with new banners 

We will be placing an order for Journaling Bibles.  If you could like to order any please contact the 

secretaries (secretary@zlcb.org).  The Bible features preprinted verse illustrations in the margins for you to 

color!  Cost is $39.99.  Orders due Dec. 13th. 



              Upcoming Sunday School Events 
December 2 – Luncheon tickets on sale after church services 

December 9 – Luncheon tickets on sale after church services 

December 15 – Saturday Morning Practice 10:00 am 

December 16 – Luncheon at 11:45 am / Christmas Program at 1:00 pm 

December 23 – Sunday School Christmas Party 

December 30 – No Classes 

January 6 – Classes Resume 

Coming Soon to  
Adult Bible Study … 

Join us for this 4-week study 

starting Sunday December 2nd 
at 9:15 in the fellowship hall.   

 



What About… 

  The Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod 

By God’s blessing, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is com-

mitted to being strongly in the Word, Christ-centered and people-

sensitive, reaching out boldly with the Gospel, faithful to the Scrip-

tures and the Lutheran Confessions, and marked by peace and 

unity in the Lord.  This pamphlet will help you better understand 

what the Lutheran Church –Missouri Synod is all about.   

A peace that passes all human understanding 

     In the fullness of time, the Son of God descended to earth and 

became man in the womb of the Virgin Mary.  In Jesus, God Him-

self was with us on earth.  Jesus was not only with us, but for us.  

He came into this sinful and dying world to fight our enemies; sin, 

death and the devil.  He came to set us free.  He defeated these 

enemies by laying down His own life. 

     Through His perfect life and by His death on the cross, Jesus 

paid the full debt of sin for all people.  He rose again and gives us a 

new life, a life that has meaning, purpose and direction—a life 

filled with hope and confidence, even during times of sorrow and 

trouble.  Jesus Christ is with us.  He loves us and cares for us, giving 

us the peace that truly passes human understanding.   

A Family of Christian Believers 

     The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod is a family of 2.6 million 

Christians, gathered in more than 6,000 congregations throughout 

the United States.  Our church body was founded more than 150 

years ago by a small band of immigrants in America who were ded-

icated to preaching and teaching the Gospel of the forgiveness of 

sins through Christ alone.  Many of the founders of our Synod 

were form Missouri, hence the word “Missouri” in our church’s 

name.   

     Our congregations are united in an association of Christian fel-

lowship called a “Synod,” which means “walking together.”  Every 

congregation is self governed and unique.  We believe and teach 

the same Biblical truths, but our congregations also reflect the 

diversity of the people we serve.  Some are located in rural areas, 

others in inner cities.  Some are large, others are very small.  Most 

use English, but some offer worship services in Vietnamese, Span-

ish, Laotian, and other languages.  We are a family gathered from 

all nations, united in the wonderful truth that Jesus Christ is the 

Savior of the world.   

Strongly in the Word 

     The voice of Jesus calls sinners to repentance, and comforts the 

brokenhearted through the preaching and teaching of His Word 

from our pulpits and in our classrooms.  We are a church that hon-

ors the Bible as the written Word of God—the very voice of Jesus 

our Good Shepherd.  God the Holy Spirit, through this Word, cre-

ates and sustains trust in Jesus Christ.  Through the living and pow-

erful Word, Jesus Himself rebukes, comforts, forgives and guides 

His people through the perplexing, difficult and confusing ques-

tions and decisions we face in our lives.   

     We believe strongly that Jesus is with us and that He still rules 

His church today through His Word.  Therefore, we are committed 

to reading, studying and growing in the Word of God, the Holy 

Bible.  Our church’s deeply spiritual and reverent liturgical worship 

is filled with the Word of God, through which Jesus blesses us with 

His presence and peace.   

Christ-Centered and People-Sensitive 

     We treasure the special means by which Jesus Himself dwells 

among us with His forgiving grace.  Therefore, our Synod is very 

much Christ-centered.  Our focus is on Jesus Christ and His pres-

ence among us.   

     We believe that Jesus is present among us through the life-

giving waters of Baptism, a Sacrament that unites us with Jesus’ 

death and resurrection, washes away our sins, and brings us into 

the body of Christ, the Holy Christian Church.  We rejoice in the 

gracious presence of Jesus in the Sacrament called the Lord’s Sup-

per,  It is the true body and blood under bread and wine given to 

Christians to eat and to drink.  In this sacred meal, Jesus feeds us 

and sustains us with the forgiveness of sins, strengthening us for a 

life of service to Him in this world, and preparing us for life forever 

with Him in heaven.   

     As the people of the Missouri Synod, we rejoice in Christ’s pres-

ence, not only in our public worship assemblies, but also in our 

daily lives.  Whether our place of service is small or great, humble 

or exalted in the eyes of the world, it is a holy calling in which we 

service the Lord Jesus Christ with joyful hearts.  

     Together and individually , we strive to follow the example of 

Jesus who loved us and cared for us when we had no strength.  

Through our church’s relief programs, our Synod is present with 

material and spiritual resources to care for those who suffer from 

natural disasters and tragedies in the world.   



What About… 

  The Lutheran Church -Missouri Synod 

We have built and help to maintain a large network of Lutheran 

hospitals, nursing homes, and human-care agencies to serve the 

sick, the elderly, the victims of abuse, those struggling with addic-

tions, and many others coping with difficult situations and transi-

tions in life.   

     The Missouri Synod has been a strong voice in America in de-

fense of the sanctity and value of all human life from the unborn 

to the handicapped to the elderly.  Because we are people-

sensitive, we want to serve others as God has loved and served us 

in Jesus Christ.   

Reaching Out Boldly with the Gospel 

     The Bible calls Jesus “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world.” (John 1:29).  Having paid our debt with His blood, 

Jesus rose from the dead and returned to the heavenly Father to 

reign over all things.  He gave His disciples the command to go into 

all the world to baptize, teach and observe all that He command-

ed.  He promised that He would continue to be with them through 

the ages.   

     Through congregations, and our regional and national offices, 

we strive to carry out our Lord’s command to make known His love 

and forgiveness to the whole world.  The LCMS operates a world-

wide mission program, sending more than 400 missionaries into 

nearly 70 countries around the world.  These missionaries bring 

the good news of Jesus into places where His Name is not yet 

known and help to strengthen existing churches.  Because each 

Christian is a witness for the Lord Jesus Christ, it is our duty and 

privilege to tell the good news of Jesus to our family, friends, 

neighbors, co-workers and all the people God puts in our lives.   

     The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is a respected leader int 

eh field of Christian education.  We place great emphasis on in-

struction in the Word.  We recognize this as one of the most effec-

tive ways of reaching out boldly with the Gospel.  Therefore, we 

administer the largest Protestant school system in the United 

States, operating more than 2,000 preschools, elementary schools, 

and high schools serving more than 250,000 students.  We also 

value higher education, operating 10 colleges and universities.  

Our Synod’s schools are not merely private alternatives to public 

education, but Christ-centered, Word-saturated havens of God’s 

Spirit.  

      

To maintain the high quality and spiritual direction of our schools, 

we educate a large number of Lutheran school teachers in or uni-

versities.  These teachers are dedicated servants of the Lord who 

are able to lead students into the love of Christ.  To fill our church 

pulpits with mature men of God who know the Scriptures and are 

able to proclaim and apply the Word, we operate two seminaries. 

Faithful to the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions 

     Martin Luther, the great Christian Reformer of the 16th century, 

boldly proclaimed the Bible’s most important message: that Christ 

came into the world to save sinners, and lived among us to defeat 

our enemies—sin, death and the devil.  Luther believed and taught 

that Jesus’ sacrificed death on the cross washed away the sins of 

the whole world, and that those who place their trust in Him are 

forgiven.  They are declared righteous and are reconciled to God.   

     What Luther began in 1517 reached its culmination in 1580, 

when the official statements of Lutheran belief (the Lutheran Con-

fessions) were gathered together in what is known as the Book of 

Concord.  We place great value in retaining and advancing the 

cause of the Lutheran Reformation.  We see in the Reformation 

movement the hand of God working to preserve the truth of His 

Word and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, we are com-

mitted to genuine, historical Lutheranism.   

Marked by Peace and Unity in the Lord 

     Finally, we are united, not by our color, or our occupations, or 

our social and economic status, but by our union with the living 

Lord Jesus Christ and our common confession of the truths of His 

Word.  We rejoice and lie in the faith that God has given us.  We 

are eager to share that faith with many others, so that all may 

come to know Jesus Christ, the one who brings us real peace, deep 

joy and life forever.   

     Welcome to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod! 

Dr.A.L. Barry 

President 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Service Participants 
Date Time Greeters Acolytes Nursery 

December 2 8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Bernice DeBoe 

Ed & June Malachosky 

Alex Yellig 

Bella Bonacci 

Sharon Bogden 

Christine Chilcott 

December 9 8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Bobbie & John Hoelle 

Jim & Mary Lou Neill 

John Garrubba 

Jack Bishop 

Tess Carter 

Nell Wilson 

December 16 8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Carl & Karen Bauer 

Brittany & Norm Dill 

Lauren Liberatore 

Max Gresh 

Brittany Dill 

Susie Bishop 

December 23 8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Sandy & Shane Bryant 

Jane & Mike Kozak 

Ava Pasquini 

Anna Gresh 

Megan Meyer 

Barb Oeschlein 

December 24 7:00 PM Users Jack Bishop 

Lauren Libertore 

No Nursery 

December 25 10:00 AM Bernice DeBoe Sarah Grimenstein 

 

No Nursery 

December 30 8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Jacque Oelschlager 

Kristen Neill 

Alex Yellig 

Bella Bonacci 

Megan Pasquini 

Ava Pasquini 

December 31 7:00 PM  Ushers Ava Pasquini No Nursery 

If you are unable to participate on the assigned date, please find your own substitute and notify the church office 

(412) 221-4776 or secretary@zlcb.org of the change. 

Visit our website for past sermons, informative videos, thought-provoking articles, pictures from recent church 

events, and updated information about upcoming events. Check it out: zlcb.org 

Month Elders Altar Guild 8:00 AM Ushers 10:30 AM Ushers 
 

December 
John Gielarowski 

Mike Wallace 

Janet & Marian 

Oelschlager 

Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, 

Ron Meier, Lydia 

Grimenstein  

Kari & John Gresh, 

Andy & Dwight Weldon 

January  TBD Mary Hutula 

Elsie DallaPiazza 

Kathleen Conn, Michael 

Grimenstein, Janet & 

Larry Zreliak 

Ross Chilcott, Bob 

Bonacci, Bill Koester & 

Vince Kimberland 

http://zlcb.org


Jesse & Tess Carter—December 22nd  

1st  Tess Carter 

1st Laurie Eckels 

2nd John Coyle 

2nd Romilly Carter 

2nd Sharon Oechslein 

3rd Augie Bishop 

3rd Linda Seibel 

4th Tom Garrubba 

5th Jim Goodge 

6th Lucas Dill 

10th Megan Glasser 

10th Michael Kozak 

12th Michael Oechslein 

13th Susan Stone 

15th Tristan Chilcott 

17th John Gresh 

18th Bob Spotti 

22nd Casper Carter 

23rd Adam Eliker 

23rd Megan Pasquini 

24th Michael & Jeremy Dyczewski 

25th Joshua Grimenstein 

27th Alex Yellig 

 

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

9:00 am Trustee Work 

Day 

5:00 pm Christmas 

Decorating Party 

 

2 

8:00 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
 
9:15 am Bible Class & 
Sunday School 
 
9:15 am Youth Group 
Soup Sale  
 
10:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion  

 

 

3 

7:00 pm Preschool 

Christmas Program 

4 

7:00 pm Preschool 

Christmas Program 

 

5 

6:00 pm Advent 

Dinner 

7:00 pm Midweek 

Advent Service  

6 

7:00 pm Preschool 

Christmas Program 

 

7 

 

 

8 

 

9 

8:00 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
 
9:15 am Bible Class & 
Sunday School 
 
10:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion  
 

 

FOOD BANK 
COLLECTION 

10 

6:00 pm Confirma-

tion 1st year  

7:00 pm Confirma-

tion 2nd year 

7:00 pm Trustees 

Meeting 

 

11 

6:15 pm Grace 

Ringers 

7:15 pm Adult 

Choir 

8:15 pm Faith 

Ringers 

12 

6:00 pm Advent 

Dinner 

7:00 pm Midweek 

Advent Service  

13 

7:00 pm Ladies 

Craft Night  

 

 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

10:00 am Sunday 

School Program Dress 

Rehearsal 

 

 

 

16 

8:00 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
 
9:15 am Bible Class & 
Sunday School 
 
10:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion  
 
1:00 pm Christmas 
Program & Luncheon 
 

17 

6:00 pm Confirma-

tion 1st year  

7:00 pm Confirma-

tion 2nd year 

18 

6:15 pm Grace 

Ringers 

7:15 pm Adult 

Choir 

8:15 pm Faith 

Ringers 

19 

6:00 pm Advent 

Dinner 

7:00 pm Midweek 

Advent Service  

20 

 

 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

8:00 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
 
9:15 am Bible Class & 
Sunday School  
 
10:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion  
 
 

24 

7:00 pm Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 

10:00 am  

Christmas Day 

Service 

26 

 

27 

 

28 29 

30 

8:00 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
 
9:15 am Bible Class & 
Sunday School  
 
10:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion  
 

31  

December 2018 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth     

peace, good will toward men.   

Luke 2:14 
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