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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Jeremiah 11:1-23                

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: “Hear the words of this 

covenant, and speak to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. You 

shall say to them, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Cursed be the man who 

does not hear the words of this covenant that I commanded your fathers when I 

brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Listen to my 

voice, and do all that I command you. So shall you be my people, and I will be 

your God, that I may confirm the oath that I swore to your fathers, to give them a 

land flowing with milk and honey, as at this day.” Then I answered, “So be 

it, LORD.” 

And the LORD said to me, “Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah and 

in the streets of Jerusalem: Hear the words of this covenant and do them. For I 

solemnly warned your fathers when I brought them up out of the land of 

Egypt, warning them persistently, even to this day, saying, Obey my voice. Yet 

they did not obey or incline their ear, but everyone walked in the stubbornness of 

his evil heart. Therefore I brought upon them all the words of this covenant, 

which I commanded them to do, but they did not.” 

Again the LORD said to me, “A conspiracy exists among the men of Judah and 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem. They have turned back to the iniquities of their 

forefathers, who refused to hear my words. They have gone after other gods to 

serve them. The house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant 

that I made with their fathers. Therefore, thus says the LORD, Behold, I am 

bringing disaster upon them that they cannot escape. Though they cry to me, I 

will not listen to them. Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem will go and cry to the gods to whom they make offerings, but they 

cannot save them in the time of their trouble. For your gods have become as 

many as your cities, O Judah, and as many as the streets of Jerusalem are the 

altars you have set up to shame, altars to make offerings to Baal. 

“Therefore do not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer on their 

behalf, for I will not listen when they call to me in the time of their trouble. What 

right has my beloved in my house, when she has done many vile deeds? Can 

even sacrificial flesh avert your doom? Can you then exult? The LORD once called 

you ‘a green olive tree, beautiful with good fruit.’ But with the roar of a great 

tempest he will set fire to it, and its branches will be consumed. The LORD of 
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hosts, who planted you, has decreed disaster against you, because of the evil that 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah have done, provoking me to anger by 

making offerings to Baal.” 

The LORD made it known to me and I knew; 

    then you showed me their deeds. 

But I was like a gentle lamb 

    led to the slaughter. 

I did not know it was against me 

    they devised schemes, saying, 

“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 

    let us cut him off from the land of the living, 

    that his name be remembered no more.” 

But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously, 

    who tests the heart and the mind, 

let me see your vengeance upon them, 

    for to you have I committed my cause. 

Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the men of Anathoth, who seek your 

life, and say, “Do not prophesy in the name of the LORD, or you will die by our 

hand”— therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: “Behold, I will punish them. The 

young men shall die by the sword, their sons and their daughters shall die by 

famine, and none of them shall be left.  For I will bring disaster upon the men 

of Anathoth, the year of their punishment.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

Matthew 24:1-28 

Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point 

out to him the buildings of the temple. But he answered them, “You see all these, 

do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another 

that will not be thrown down.” 

As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, 

“Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and 

of the end of the age?” And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you 
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astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead 

many astray. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 

alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise 

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and 

earthquakes in various places. All these are but the beginning of the birth pains. 

“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you 

will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. And then many will fall 

away and betray one another and hate one another. And many false prophets will 

arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of 

many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. And this 

gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a 

testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet 

Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then let those who 

are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let the one who is on the housetop not go 

down to take what is in his house, and let the one who is in the field not turn 

back to take his cloak. And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who 

are nursing infants in those days! Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on 

a Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the 

beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. And if those days had not 

been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect 

those days will be cut short. Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ 

or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will arise 

and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the 

elect. See, I have told you beforehand. So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the 

wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not 

believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, 

so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever the corpse is, there the 

vultures will gather. 

 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

P What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

C It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and 

repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a 

new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever. 

P Where is this written? 

C St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were therefore buried with 

Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life.” (Rom. 6:4) 

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  

P In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C Lord have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 
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P For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember 

and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 

from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 

that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  
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toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


