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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Jeremiah 33:1-22               

The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah a second time, while he was still shut 

up in the court of the guard: “Thus says the LORD who made the 

earth, the LORD who formed it to establish it—the LORD is his name: Call to me 

and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not 

known. For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this 

city and the houses of the kings of Judah that were torn down to make a defense 

against the siege mounds and against the sword: They are coming in to fight 

against the Chaldeans and to fill them with the dead bodies of men whom I shall 

strike down in my anger and my wrath, for I have hidden my face from this city 

because of all their evil. Behold, I will bring to it health and healing, and I will heal 

them and reveal to them abundance of prosperity and security. I will restore the 

fortunes of Judah and the fortunes of Israel, and rebuild them as they were at 

first. I will cleanse them from all the guilt of their sin against me, and I will forgive 

all the guilt of their sin and rebellion against me. And this city shall be to me a 

name of joy, a praise and a glory before all the nations of the earth who shall 

hear of all the good that I do for them. They shall fear and tremble because of all 

the good and all the prosperity I provide for it. 

“Thus says the LORD: In this place of which you say, ‘It is a waste without man 

or beast,’ in the cities of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are desolate, 

without man or inhabitant or beast, there shall be heard again the voice of mirth 

and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, 

the voices of those who sing, as they bring thank offerings to the house of 

the LORD: 

“‘Give thanks to the LORD of hosts, 

    for the LORD is good, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever!’ 

For I will restore the fortunes of the land as at first, says the LORD. 

“Thus says the LORD of hosts: In this place that is waste, without man or beast, 

and in all of its cities, there shall again be habitations of shepherds resting their 

flocks. In the cities of the hill country, in the cities of the Shephelah, and in the 

cities of the Negeb, in the land of Benjamin, the places about Jerusalem, and in 
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the cities of Judah, flocks shall again pass under the hands of the one who counts 

them, says the LORD. 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise 

I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that 

time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved, and 

Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be 

called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 

“For thus says the LORD: David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of 

the house of Israel, and the Levitical priests shall never lack a man in my presence 

to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings, and to make sacrifices forever.” 

The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: “Thus says the LORD: If you can break 

my covenant with the day and my covenant with the night, so that day and night 

will not come at their appointed time, then also my covenant with David my 

servant may be broken, so that he shall not have a son to reign on his throne, 

and my covenant with the Levitical priests my ministers. As the host of heaven 

cannot be numbered and the sands of the sea cannot be measured, so I will 

multiply the offspring of David my servant, and the Levitical priests who minister 

to me.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

Matthew 27:11-32 

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are 

you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” But when he was 

accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate said to 

him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” But he gave 

him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 

amazed. 

Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any 

one prisoner whom they wanted. And they had then a notorious prisoner called 

Barabbas. So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want 

me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew that it 
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was out of envy that they had delivered him up. Besides, while he was sitting 

on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that 

righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” Now 

the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 

destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want 

me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what 

shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be 

crucified!” And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the 

more, “Let him be crucified!” 

So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was 

beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am 

innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.” And all the people 

answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released for them 

Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's 

headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. And they 

stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown of 

thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling 

before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they spit on 

him and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked 

him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him 

away to crucify him. 

As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They 

compelled this man to carry his cross. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

 

P What is Baptism?  

C Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s 

command and combined with God’s word.  

 

 

 



6 
 

P Which is that word of God?  

C Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  

P In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C Lord have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember 

and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 

from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 

that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


