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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Deuteronomy 9:1-22               

“Hear, O Israel: you are to cross over the Jordan today, to go in to dispossess 

nations greater and mightier than you, cities great and fortified up to heaven, a 

people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom you know, and of whom you 

have heard it said, ‘Who can stand before the sons of Anak?’ Know therefore 

today that he who goes over before you as a consuming fire is the Lord your 

God. He will destroy them and subdue them before you. So you shall drive them 

out and make them perish quickly, as the Lord has promised you. 

“Do not say in your heart, after the Lord your God has thrust them out before 

you, ‘It is because of my righteousness that the Lord has brought me in to 

possess this land,’ whereas it is because of the wickedness of these nations that 

the Lord is driving them out before you. Not because of your righteousness or 

the uprightness of your heart are you going in to possess their land, but because 

of the wickedness of these nations the Lord your God is driving them out from 

before you, and that he may confirm the word that the Lord swore to your 

fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

“Know, therefore, that the Lord your God is not giving you this good land to 

possess because of your righteousness, for you are a stubborn people.  

Remember and do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in 

the wilderness. From the day you came out of the land of Egypt until you came to 

this place, you have been rebellious against the Lord. Even at Horeb you 

provoked the Lord to wrath, and the Lord was so angry with you that he was 

ready to destroy you. When I went up the mountain to receive the tablets of 

stone, the tablets of the covenant that the Lord made with you, I remained on the 

mountain forty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank 

water. And the Lord gave me the two tablets of stone written with the finger of 

God, and on them were all the words that the Lord had spoken with you on the 

mountain out of the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly.  And at the end 

of forty days and forty nights the Lord gave me the two tablets of stone, the 

tablets of the covenant. Then the Lord said to me, ‘Arise, go down quickly from 

here, for your people whom you have brought from Egypt have acted corruptly. 

They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them; they have 

made themselves a metal image.’ 
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“Furthermore, the Lord said to me, ‘I have seen this people, and behold, it is a 

stubborn people. Let me alone, that I may destroy them and blot out their name 

from under heaven. And I will make of you a nation mightier and greater than 

they.’ So I turned and came down from the mountain, and the mountain was 

burning with fire. And the two tablets of the covenant were in my two 

hands. And I looked, and behold, you had sinned against the Lord your God. You 

had made yourselves a golden calf. You had turned aside quickly from the way 

that the Lordhad commanded you. So I took hold of the two tablets and threw 

them out of my two hands and broke them before your eyes. Then I lay prostrate 

before the Lord as before, forty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor 

drank water, because of all the sin that you had committed, in doing what was 

evil in the sight of the Lord to provoke him to anger. For I was afraid of the anger 

and hot displeasure that the Lord bore against you, so that he was ready to 

destroy you. But the Lord listened to me that time also. And the Lord was so 

angry with Aaron that he was ready to destroy him. And I prayed for Aaron also 

at the same time. Then I took the sinful thing, the calf that you had made, and 

burned it with fire and crushed it, grinding it very small, until it was as fine as 

dust. And I threw the dust of it into the brook that ran down from the mountain. 

“At Taberah also, and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah you provoked 

the Lord to wrath. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

Matthew 11:1-19 

When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from 

there to teach and preach in their cities. 

Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word 

by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall 

we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear 

and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and 

the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news 

preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning 

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the 
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wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, 

those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. What then did you go out to 

see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is 

written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’ 

Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one 

greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven 

is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 

heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the Prophets 

and the Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah 

who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 

“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 

marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 

“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

    we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 

demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A 

glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is 

justified by her deeds.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Conclusion 

 

P What is the Conclusion? 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

P What does this mean? 
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C This means that I should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to 

our Father in heaven, and are heard by Him; for He Himself has 

commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us. Amen, 

amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.” 

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  

P In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C Lord have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember 

and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 

from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 

that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


