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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Deuteronomy 4:1-20               

“And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I am teaching you, 

and do them, that you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that 

the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. You shall not add to the word 

that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of 

the LORD your God that I command you. Your eyes have seen what 

the LORD did at Baal-peor, for the LORD your God destroyed from among you all 

the men who followed the Baal of Peor. But you who held fast to the LORD your 

God are all alive today. See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my 

God commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you are entering 

to take possession of it. Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom 

and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all 

these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 

people.’ For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as 

the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? And what great nation is 

there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I set before you 

today? 

“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that 

your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your 

life. Make them known to your children and your children's children— how 

on the day that you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, the LORD said to 

me, ‘Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, so that they 

may learn to fear me all the days that they live on the earth, and that they may 

teach their children so.’ And you came near and stood at the foot of the 

mountain, while the mountain burned with fire to the heart of heaven, wrapped 

in darkness, cloud, and gloom. Then the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of 

the fire. You heard the sound of words, but saw no form; there was only a 

voice. And he declared to you his covenant, which he commanded you to 

perform, that is, the Ten Commandments, and he wrote them on two tablets of 

stone. And the LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and rules, 

that you might do them in the land that you are going over to possess. 

“Therefore watch yourselves very carefully. Since you saw no form on the day 

that the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire,beware lest you 

act corruptly by making a carved image for yourselves, in the form of any 
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figure, the likeness of male or female, the likeness of any animal that is on the 

earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, the likeness of anything 

that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the water under the 

earth. And beware lest you raise your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun 

and the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, you be drawn away and bow 

down to them and serve them, things that the LORD your God has allotted to all 

the peoples under the whole heaven. But the LORD has taken you and brought 

you out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to be a people of his own inheritance, 

as you are this day. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

Matthew 7:13-29 

“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to 

destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the 

way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly 

are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered 

from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, 

but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor 

can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 

but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many 

will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 

demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I 

declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a 

wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, 

and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had 

been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and 

does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And 

the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that 

house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 
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And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his 

teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their 

scribes. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Seventh Petition 

 

P What is the Seventh Petition? 

C But deliver us from evil. 

 

P What does this mean? 

C We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would 

rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, 

and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and 

graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 

Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  

P In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C Lord have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 
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P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember 

and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 

from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 
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that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

Distribution 
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Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


