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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Malachi 2:1—3:5                 

“And now, O priests, this command is for you. If you will not listen, if you will 

not take it to heart to give honor to my name, says the Lord of hosts, then I will 

send the curse upon you and I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I have already 

cursed them, because you do not lay it to heart. Behold, I will rebuke your 

offspring, and spread dung on your faces, the dung of your offerings, and you 

shall be taken away with it. So shall you know that I have sent this command to 

you, that my covenant with Levi may stand, says the Lord of hosts. My covenant 

with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him. It was a covenant of 

fear, and he feared me. He stood in awe of my name. True instruction was in his 

mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and 

uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. For the lips of a priest should 

guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is 

the messenger of the Lord of hosts. But you have turned aside from the way. You 

have caused many to stumble by your instruction. You have corrupted the 

covenant of Levi, says the Lord of hosts, and so I make you despised and abased 

before all the people, inasmuch as you do not keep my ways but show partiality 

in your instruction.” 

Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we 

faithless to one another, profaning the covenant of our fathers? Judah has been 

faithless, and abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. For 

Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the Lord, which he loves, and has married 

the daughter of a foreign god. May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob any 

descendant of the man who does this, who brings an offering to the Lord of 

hosts! 

And this second thing you do. You cover the Lord's altar with tears, with 

weeping and groaning because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it 

with favor from your hand. But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the Lord 

was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been 

faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. Did he not 

make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one 

God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of 

you be faithless to the wife of your youth. “For the man who does not love his 
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wife but divorces her, says the Lord, the God of Israel, covers his garment with 

violence, says the Lord of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be 

faithless.” 

You have wearied the Lord with your words. But you say, “How have we 

wearied him?” By saying, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, 

and he delights in them.” Or by asking, “Where is the God of justice?” 

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And 

the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of 

the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 

But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. He will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and 

silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. Then the offering 

of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 

former years. 

“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the 

sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those 

who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against 

those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

Matthew 4:11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil. And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  And the 

tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones 

to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 

    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the 

temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 

written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
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and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

    lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to 

the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all 

the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will 

give you, if you will fall down and worship me. ”Then Jesus said to him, “Be 

gone, Satan! For it is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 

    and him only shall you serve.’” 

Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Sixth Petition 

 

P What is the Sixth Petition? 

C And lead us not into temptation. 

 

P What does this mean? 

C God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and 

keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not 

deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame 

and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may 

finally overcome them and win the victory. 

 

Catechetical Instruction 
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Prayer  

P In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C Lord have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
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C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember 

and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 

from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 

that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 
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The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


