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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

Nehemiah 2: 11-20, 4:1-6                 

So I went to Jerusalem and was there three days. Then I arose in the night, I 

and a few men with me. And I told no one what my God had put into my heart to 

do for Jerusalem. There was no animal with me but the one on which I rode. I 

went out by night by the Valley Gate to the Dragon Spring and to the Dung Gate, 

and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem that were broken down and its gates that 

had been destroyed by fire. Then I went on to the Fountain Gate and to the 

King's Pool, but there was no room for the animal that was under me to 

pass. Then I went up in the night by the valley and inspected the wall, and I 

turned back and entered by the Valley Gate, and so returned. And the officials did 

not know where I had gone or what I was doing, and I had not yet told the Jews, 

the priests, the nobles, the officials, and the rest who were to do the work. 

Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in 

ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may 

no longer suffer derision.” And I told them of the hand of my God that had been 

upon me for good, and also of the words that the king had spoken to me. And 

they said, “Let us rise up and build.” So they strengthened their hands for the 

good work. But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant 

and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they jeered at us and despised us and said, 

“What is this thing that you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?” Then I 

replied to them, “The God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants 

will arise and build, but you have no portion or right or claim in Jerusalem.” 

Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and 

greatly enraged, and he jeered at the Jews. And he said in the presence of his 

brothers and of the army of Samaria, “What are these feeble Jews doing? Will 

they restore it for themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will 

they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned ones at 

that?” Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Yes, what they are 

building—if a fox goes up on it he will break down their stone wall!” Hear, O our 

God, for we are despised. Turn back their taunt on their own heads and give 

them up to be plundered in a land where they are captives. Do not cover their 

guilt, and let not their sin be blotted out from your sight, for they have provoked 

you to anger in the presence of the builders. 
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So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for 

the people had a mind to work. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

1 Timothy 2:1-10 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, 

that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This 

is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to 

be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and 

there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 

himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. For 

this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not 

lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands 

without anger or quarreling; likewise also that women should adorn themselves 

in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and 

gold or pearls or costly attire, but with what is proper for women who profess 

godliness—with good works.  
 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Fifth Petition 

 

P What is the Fifth Petition? 

C And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. 

 

P What does this mean? 

C We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our 

sins, or deny our prayer because of them. We are neither worthy of the 

things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that He 
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would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely 

deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and 

gladly do good to those who sin against us. 

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  

P In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C Lord have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember 

and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 

from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 

that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love  

 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


