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Service of Prayer & Preaching 
 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Readings from Holy Scripture 

 

1 Kings 11:42—12:19 

And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty 

years. And Solomon slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David his 

father. And Rehoboam his son reigned in his place. 

Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him 

king. And as soon as Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for he was still in 

Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned 

from Egypt. And they sent and called him, and Jeroboam and all the assembly of 

Israel came and said to Rehoboam, “Your father made our yoke heavy. Now 

therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke on us, and we 

will serve you.” He said to them, “Go away for three days, then come again to 

me.” So the people went away. 

Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, who had stood before 

Solomon his father while he was yet alive, saying, “How do you advise me to 

answer this people?” And they said to him, “If you will be a servant to this people 

today and serve them, and speak good words to them when you answer them, 

then they will be your servants forever.” But he abandoned the counsel that the 

old men gave him and took counsel with the young men who had grown up with 

him and stood before him. And he said to them, “What do you advise that we 

answer this people who have said to me, ‘Lighten the yoke that your father put 

on us’?” And the young men who had grown up with him said to him, “Thus shall 

you speak to this people who said to you, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but 

you lighten it for us,’ thus shall you say to them, ‘My little finger is thicker than 

my father's thighs. And now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will 

add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you 

with scorpions.’” 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king 

said, “Come to me again the third day.” And the king answered the people 

harshly, and forsaking the counsel that the old men had given him, he spoke to 

them according to the counsel of the young men, saying, “My father made your 

yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but 

I will discipline you with scorpions.” So the king did not listen to the people, for it 

was a turn of affairs brought about by the Lord that he might fulfill his word, 

which the Lord spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 
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And when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people 

answered the king, “What portion do we have in David? We have no inheritance 

in the son of Jesse. To your tents, O Israel! Look now to your own house, David.” 

So Israel went to their tents. But Rehoboam reigned over the people of Israel who 

lived in the cities of Judah. Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was 

taskmaster over the forced labor, and all Israel stoned him to death with stones. 

And King Rehoboam hurried to mount his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. So Israel 

has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

2 Corinthians 7:1-16 

Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 

defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. 

Make room in your hearts for us. We have wronged no one, we have 

corrupted no one, we have taken advantage of no one. I do not say this to 

condemn you, for I said before that you are in our hearts, to die together and to 

live together. I am acting with great boldness toward you; I have great pride in 

you; I am filled with comfort. In all our affliction, I am overflowing with joy. 

For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were 

afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear within. But God, who comforts 

the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, and not only by his coming 

but also by the comfort with which he was comforted by you, as he told us of 

your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still 

more. For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I 

did regret it, for I see that that letter grieved you, though only for a while. As it is, 

I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into 

repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us. 

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, 

whereas worldly grief produces death. For see what earnestness this godly grief 

has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what 

indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point 

you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter. So although I wrote to you, it 
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was not for the sake of the one who did the wrong, nor for the sake of the one 

who suffered the wrong, but in order that your earnestness for us might be 

revealed to you in the sight of God. Therefore we are comforted. 

And besides our own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, 

because his spirit has been refreshed by you all. For whatever boasts I made to 

him about you, I was not put to shame. But just as everything we said to you was 

true, so also our boasting before Titus has proved true. And his affection for you 

is even greater, as he remembers the obedience of you all, how you received him 

with fear and trembling. I rejoice, because I have complete confidence in you. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Second Petition 

 

P What is the Second Petition? 

C Thy kingdom come. 

P What does this mean? 

C The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we 

pray in this petition that it may come to us also. 

P How does God’s kingdom come?  

C God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, 

so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in 

time and there in eternity. 

 

 

Catechetical Instruction 

Prayer  

P In Peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 
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P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C   Lord have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C Lord have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious 

Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 

and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us 

His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember 

and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and 

from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 

that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with 

His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
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“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 


