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HOLY THURSDAY 

DIVINE SERVICE 

MEAL TO MEAL: THE PASSOVER TO THE LORD’S 
SUPPER 

 
This evening, we partake of a meal that the Lord God has prepared with His 

own hands. It is a holy feast that nourishes our faith and restores our souls. It is a 
rich feast purchased with the most costly coin, the Son of God. Today, we eat and 
drink and remember and give humble thanks. Other holy meals have brought us to 
this feast; all meals provided by the hands of the Holy One. This day, we 
remember the Passover meal and the blood of the lamb on the doorposts that 
protected from the angel of death. We remember the day of Passover and the lamb 
because it points to the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. It 
points us to this holy feast of His body and blood. But there is one more, one 
greater feast yet to come—the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which 
has no end. A feast provided by the hands of the Lord God. A feast enjoyed in the 
presence of the Lamb in the courts of His heaven. A greater feast indeed! 
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Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
P I will go to the altar of God, 
C to God my exceeding joy. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 

 
P During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle 

against sin, death, and the devil—all that prevents us from trusting in God and 
loving each other. Since it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord 
Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted this blessed meal for our salvation, it 
is proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by diligently examining 
ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do.  

 
P  Do You believe that you are a sinner? 
C  Yes, I believe it.  I am a sinner. 
 
P  How do you know this? 
C  From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept. 
 
P  Are you sorry for your sins? 
C  Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 
 
P  What have you deserved from God because of your sins? 
C  His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation.  
 
P  Do you hope to be saved? 
C  Yes, that is my hope. 
 
P  In whom then do you trust? 
C  In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
P  Who is Christ? 
C  The Son of God, true God and man. 
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P  How many Gods are there? 
C  Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
P  What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? 
C  He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of 

sins. 
 
P  Did the Father also die for you? 
C  He did not.  The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both 

true God and true man.  He died for me and shed His blood for me. 
 
P  How do you know this? 
C  From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His 

body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament. 
 
P What are the words of institution? 
C  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance 
of Me.”  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P  Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament? 
C  Yes, I believe it. 
 
P  What convinces you to believe this? 
C  The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is 

My blood. 
 
P  What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way 

receive His pledge? 
C  We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, 

as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.  
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P  Why should we remember and proclaim His death? 
C  First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction 

for our sins.  Only Christ, true God and man, could do that.  Second, so we 
may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious.  
Third, so we may find joy and comfort in Christ alone, and through faith in 
Him be saved.   

 
P What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins? 
C  His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in 

John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.   
 
P  Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? 
C  That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and 

also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.  
 
P  What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament 

frequently? 
C  First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord.  Second, his 

own pressing need, because of which the command, encouragement, and 
promise are given.  

 
P  But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have not hunger and 

thirst for the Sacrament? 
C  To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should 

touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood.  Then he should believe 
what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7.  Second, he should 
look around to see whether he is still in the world, and remember that there 
will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 
John 2 and 5.  Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who 
with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within 
or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; Ephesians 6; and 
2 Timothy 2. 

 
P  Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father 

for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.   
C  Amen. 

 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
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C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

  
P  In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
P Let us pray. 
 O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your 

passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood 
that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                       Exodus 24:3-11 
Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the just decrees and 

all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has 
spoken we will do.”  

And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and 
built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes 
of Israel. And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and 
sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. And Moses took half of the blood and 
put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. Then he took the Book of 
the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD 
has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” And Moses took the blood and threw it 
on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with 
you in accordance with all these words.” 
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Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 
and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of 
sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. And he did not lay his hand on the 
chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE                                                                               1 Corinthians 10:16-17 

The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The 
bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one 
bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
HOLY GOSPEL  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And 
he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer. For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, 
and divide it among yourselves. For I tell you that from now on I will not drink 
of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise 
the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the 
new covenant in my blood. But behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with 
me on the table. For the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to 
that man by whom he is betrayed!” And they began to question one another, 
which of them it could be who was going to do this. 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Sit 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY “We Are Exiles from the Garden” (See insert) 
 

We are exiles from the garden, 
Banished by our sinful choice, 
Terrified to seek His pardon,  
Hiding from our Father’s voice.  
Underneath the branches swaying, 
Sweat and blood fall to the ground. 
In the darkness, Christ is praying; 
He comes forward to be bound. 

 
Leaves will fail our vain concealing 
Our true nakedness and shame. 
We must rend our hearts, revealing 
All our guilt and sinful blame. 
Jesus takes our flesh and sentence 
As His clothes are claimed below. 
We fall down in true repentance; 
His new robe He will bestow. 

 
On the mount, the Lord is waiting 
For the proper sacrifice. 
What is worth His wrath abating? 
Who could pay the dreadful price? 
God the Son will be the scion. 
God the Father will provide. 
God the Spirit points to Zion; 
There, with God, we will abide. 

 
 
On this journey we are taking, 
We fear not what lies in store. 
Though our feeble wills are breaking, 
We know Christ has gone before. 
As we walk the way completed, 
On His throne, the Savior waits. 
Death and hell have been unseated. 
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We behold the open gates! 
 
SERMON “Meal to Meal: The Passover to the Lord’s Supper” 
 
Stand 

 
NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
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     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 
P For all who celebrate this feast this night, and especially for those who do so at 

peril to property and income, life and limb; let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For faithful pastors in every place who will administer Word and Sacrament as our 

Lord would have it, rightly dividing Law and Gospel; let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For all persons in authority and high places, that their acts may let us live peaceful 

and godly lives, and that all would come to the knowledge of the truth; let us pray 
to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For husbands and wives, and faithful marriages; for fathers and mothers who love 

and care patiently for their children; for children who honor their fathers and 
mothers; and for all babies both outside and inside their mothers’ wombs; let us 
pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For all who are not thriving, all who are near despair, and all who are tempted to 

rash action; let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For all who struggle with addictions; let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For all who are sick and injured; (especially___) that they would find grace to bear 

their suffering and such healing as is truly good for them; let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For all who, this night, receive on their tongues, the living and life-giving body 
and blood of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation; let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Into Your hands, gracious Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen.  

 
Sit 

 
OFFERING 
 
Stand 

 
Offertory 
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

PREFACE  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who on this night gave His living and life-giving body and blood to His 
disciples that all Your people in may eat the feast of forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation. 

 
 Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
Sanctus 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather 
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
O Living Bread from Heaven                                                         #642 
When You Woke That Thursday Morning                                   #445 
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Stand 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

+ STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR + 

The communion vessels are reverently removed from the altar, the altar is stripped, and 

the chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn services of Good Friday. 

 

PSALM 22 
Soloist: Doug Krantz 
 

All leave the church in silence. 
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