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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 

of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Readings From Holy Scripture 

 

Joshua 23:1–16 

A long time afterward, when the LORD had given rest to Israel from all their 

surrounding enemies, and Joshua was old and well advanced in years, Joshua 

summoned all Israel, its elders and heads, its judges and officers, and said to them, “I 

am now old and well advanced in years. And you have seen all that the LORD your 

God has done to all these nations for your sake, for it is the LORD your God who has 

fought for you. Behold, I have allotted to you as an inheritance for your tribes those 
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nations that remain, along with all the nations that I have already cut off, from the 

Jordan to the Great Sea in the west. The LORD your God will push them back before 

you and drive them out of your sight. And you shall possess their land, just as the 

LORD your God promised you. Therefore, be very strong to keep and to do all that is 

written in the Book of the Law of Moses, turning aside from it neither to the right 

hand nor to the left, that you may not mix with these nations remaining among you 

or make mention of the names of their gods or swear by them or serve them or bow 

down to them, but you shall cling to the LORD your God just as you have done to 

this day. For the LORD has driven out before you great and strong nations. And as for 

you, no man has been able to stand before you to this day. One man of you puts to 

flight a thousand, since it is the LORD your God who fights for you, just as he 

promised you. Be very careful, therefore, to love the LORD your God. For if you turn 

back and cling to the remnant of these nations remaining among you and make 

marriages with them, so that you associate with them and they with you, know for 

certain that the LORD your God will no longer drive out these nations before you, but 

they shall be a snare and a trap for you, a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, 

until you perish from off this good ground that the LORD your God has given you. 

“And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know in your hearts 

and souls, all of you, that not one word has failed of all the good things that the 

LORD your God promised concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one of 

them has failed. But just as all the good things that the LORD your God promised 

concerning you have been fulfilled for you, so the LORD will bring upon you all the 

evil things, until he has destroyed you from off this good land that the LORD your 

God has given you, if you transgress the covenant of the LORD your God, which he 

commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them. Then the 

anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and you shall perish quickly from off 

the good land that he has given to you.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Acts 12:1–25 Acts 12:1–25 

About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the 

church. He killed James the brother of John with the sword, and when he saw that it 
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pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of 

Unleavened Bread. And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering 

him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to 

bring him out to the people. So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him 

was made to God by the church. 

Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was 

sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the 

door were guarding the prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to 

him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, 

“Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. And the angel said to him, “Dress 

yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your 

cloak around you and follow me.” And he went out and followed him. He did not 

know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a 

vision. When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron 

gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out 

and went along one street, and immediately the angel left him. When Peter came 

to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me 

from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 

When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose 

other name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. And 

when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to 

answer. Recognizing Peter’s voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in 

and reported that Peter was standing at the gate. They said to her, “You are out of 

your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and they kept saying, “It is his 

angel!” But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and 

were amazed. But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to 

them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these 

things to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed and went to another place. 

Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over 

what had become of Peter. And after Herod searched for him and did not find him, 

he examined the sentries and ordered that they should be put to death. Then he 

went down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there. 

Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him 

with one accord, and having persuaded Blastus, the king’s chamberlain, they asked 

for peace, because their country depended on the king’s country for food. On an 

appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and 
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delivered an oration to them. And the people were shouting, “The voice of a god, 

and not of a man!” Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, because he 

did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last. 

But the word of God increased and multiplied. 

And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had completed their 

service, bringing with them John, whose other name was Mark. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

P What is the Third Article? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, 

my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, 

enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the 

same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 

Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this 

Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all 

believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life 

to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. 

 
Sermon or Catechetical Instruction 

 

Prayer  

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as 

Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 

  

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, 

and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world 
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through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown 

forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living 

whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those 

who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in 

the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified 

daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we 

commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy 

will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us 

trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our 

hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and 

that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our 

flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his 

wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, 

now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
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P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, 

that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, 

firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood 

for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the 

boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious 

blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. 

Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a 

gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; 

deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His 

own words, we receive His testament: 
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The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Distribution 

Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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