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Pastor’s Corner 

"And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep 
in Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep." 
- 1 Corinthians 15:17-20 
If Christ was not raised from the dead, then we are lost in our sin.  If Christ was not raised from the dead, then God the 
Father is still angry over our many, many sins.  If Christ was not raised from the dead, then death is truly the final 
"chapter" of our lives; our dead loved ones will never come back, we will never see them again.  If Christ was not raised 
from the dead, then life is pointless.  If Christ was not raised from the dead, then there is no hope.  If Christ was not 
raised from the dead, then we are already dead. Thankfully though . . .  this is not true!  Christ indeed has been raised 
from the dead.  He is the "firstfruit" as St. Paul says.  This means that Jesus is the very first one who has risen from the 
dead NEVER to give in to death again.  And if Jesus is the FIRST, then we will be the second! 
  
When Paul wrote his letter to the church in Corinth there were apparently some Christians who were wondering if the 
resurrection really happened.  After all, they were like us in many ways - they didn't see it with their own two eyes, they 
weren't there to see the stone rolled away and to see the angel sitting on the stone and to hear the proclamation "He is 
not dead, but arisen!"  Just think how many times as Christians we live as if the resurrection never happened: we live our 
lives not in hope of an afterlife in Christ, but just like the rest of the unbelieving world seeking to gratify every whim we 
have.  When a believer dies, we fail to mix our grief over that death with a full measure of the hope we have in Christ.  It 
is OK to mourn the death of someone we love.  That is normal in this fallen world, but we are not just fallen creatures in 
this fallen world.  We are Christians, and we have the hope of all hopes in the resurrection of Jesus and can allow our-
selves to have grief and hope mixed together as we cry.  Or, as Christians we will not speak of Christ to others, whether 
they be strangers, friends or family, we will fail to allow the hope of the resurrection of Christ to become our greatest 
hope in all that we do or say.   
  
We are not alone.  The Christians in the church of Corinth were just like us - they forgot that the resurrection of Christ has 
now become THEIR resurrection.  Paul reminded them, and us, in the book of Romans 6 that in our baptism we have been 
united to Christ in a death just like His.  And, if we have been united with Christ in a death like His (through our death in 
baptism), then we will certainly also be united with Christ in a resurrection like His!  In baptism, we are being yoked with 
Jesus.  We are dying with Jesus, but we are also being resurrected with Jesus.   
  
We say it at Easter, "Christ has risen!  He has risen indeed!"  My prayer for you is that you 
would allow the resurrection of Christ to pervade every aspect of your life: allow it to fill 
you with daily hope especially in the face of sadness, allow it to be a central topic of      
discussion with children, family and friends in your home, at work, or at play.  And more 
than anything else, allow the resurrection of Christ to transform your daily lives.  May that 
hope bring you joy in your daily vocations and immeasurable joy day to day. 
  
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we do not always allow the resurrection of Jesus to fill us day-to-
day as we should.  Grant that you would allow our minds to think of this wonderful gift you 
have given to us, allow us to cherish Christ's resurrection from the dead as our own        
resurrection from the dead, and may that resurrection always bring us an ounce of hope in 
the face of grief.  Amen. 



 

 

Vicar’s Corner 

An exciting time of God's grace! 

Things are abuzz here at Zion! Nearly every night something is going on at church. Members of Zion are making 
preparation for Pastor Grimenstein's installation, Palm Sunday, Easter Breakfast, and Easter Service. The study of 
God's Word continues in our many Bible Studies and in our services. April is going to be a busy month for everyone 
at Zion, but as we feel the joy and maybe even the strain of a busy month, we know that what is happening at Zion 
is focused on God's grace and mercy toward us. 

The Installation of a new pastor is certainly an expression of the grace of our Heavenly Father. We all, like sheep, 
have gone astray. Our good shepherd, Jesus, died on the cross, rose from the dead, and in Baptism brings us into 
His fold. But we remain little sheep, in need of protection from sin, death, and the devil. It could be a terrifying 
thing for sheep to be without a shepherd to lead and guide them, so God sends His shepherds, His pastors, to lead 
and guide us in this life. Pastors exhort us to holy living, they rebuke us when we sin, but most importantly they 
lead us to the living water that is Christ. As you prepare and enjoy Pastor Grimenstein's installation, recognize that 
God is showing his grace and mercy to you. 

Shortly after we enjoy the installation of a new pastor, we will move through Holy Week, where we see God's love 
for us on full display. As our Lord institutes His Holy Supper for your benefit, you will rejoice that Christ brings you 
into the story of salvation. As you contemplate the death of your Lord, his outstretched hands, his shame, his pray-
er and toil, you will see just how far God was willing to go to redeem you. As we celebrate the resurrection of our 
Lord, you will be reminded of the promise of resurrected, sinless, blissful new life with your Jesus forever. 

It is a busy month here at Zion, but it is a month full of the promises of God, of His grace and mercy, of His care and 
great love for you.  

-Vicar Joshua 

Faith and Family Workshop  
What should we do on Sunday morning when we are on vacation? What is 
the best way to get my child engaged in the faith? Is teaching the faith my 
responsibility or is it the job of the church? As parents, we often struggle 
with the task and responsibility of teaching our children the faith. We all 
love our children and want nothing more than for them to have faith in  
Jesus. The task isn't easy, and faith is created by the Holy Spirit, not Mom or Dad. But God has placed you in the life 
of your child with a purpose and responsibility. You will walk away from this "Faith and Family Workshop" with  
comfort from God's Word, a biblical refresher on the parenting task, and simple, fun resources for teaching your 
children the faith. Childcare and lunch will be provided. 

Join us on Sunday, April 9th at 2:00 p.m. as we 

welcome Pastor Grimentsein to Zion!       

Luncheon to follow. 

Celebrate Holy Week with us! Our Service times are as follows:  

Maundy Thursday: 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday: 7:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. with a FREE breakfast between services at 9:15 a.m. 



 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Church, Mission & Synod (CMS) & Plate Finances 
  

February Income              $52,885.36 
February Expenses          $57,885.79 
Unfavorable to Income  $  4,979.63 
 

Fiscal Year Income         $458,950.49 
Fiscal Year Expenses     $433,452.82 
Income Less Expense    $ 25,497.67 
 

The unfavorable income was caused by late tuition deposits and weekly offerings were 
slightly behind budget.  Overall income is ahead of budget year to date.   
 

We continue to transfer money into the Pastor vacancy fund to cover moving and miscella-
neous expense for the new Pastor.  The various growth funds continue to have a strong 
cash position.  Overall, Zion’s financial situation continues to be solid.  

Please continue to pray for Zion and support our ministries with your time, talents and treas-
ures. May God continue to bless us during a Pastoral vacancy. 
 

Church and Parsonage Repairs & Renovation Projects 
 
The Trustees reviewed with Church Council a number of large projects to be considered at 
some point by the congregation. The projects are:  
• Parsonage reconfiguration and expansion possibilities.   

 We have discussed with Pastor Grimenstein that we are open to considering some ways to 
help their family fit into the parsonage.  He really liked how the house is situated with the 
back yard and being close to the Church.  If we can make it work there are advantages to 
Zion as well as Pastor.  There are a couple options initially to consider: 

• Parsonage reconfiguration basement level with 2 bedrooms and convert the gar-
age into family room.   

• Add an addition to south side of the parsonage 
(bedroom, bathroom). 

• Church kitchen renovation.  
• Concrete resurfacing/sealing/painting the church main 

front entrance. 
• Landscaping around the front marquee, front concrete 

cross and side of the concrete main stairwell. 
 
Bob Schmidt 
Chairman 



 

 

Thank you to all of the members of Zion for your continued prayers for my 

dad over the years.  Our family appreciates all of the prayers and support  you 

have provided during this difficult time.   

~The Fitzgerald Family 

Help Wanted - Zion Treasurer Position 
As many of you know, the Luedeman family will be relocating to Florida.  This 

means we are looking for a new Treasurer to replace Kim.  The Treasurer is            

responsible for all cash disbursements and maintaining accurate books.  In addition, 

full financial reports are prepared for monthly council meetings.  The Treasurer     

coordinates with the outside payroll company, budget process and uses the Sheppard 

Staff software.  There is a stipend for this position.  If you would be interested in 

learning more about this position please see Kim Luedeman or Bob Schmidt. 

Collection for this month’s Bridgeville area food bank is    

Sunday, April 9.  The “item of the month” is rice, noodles, 

and beans. 

You are also welcome to help at the food bank every third     

Saturday of the month between 7:45 am and 12:00 pm at   

Bethany Presbyterian Church. 

Food Bank 

Join us Sunday 

Mornings for Adult 

Bible Study with 

Pastor Grimenstein 

Join us Sunday, April 2nd for a Trustee Spring Work Day! There are lots of projects both 
inside and outside to complete for men, women and children of all ages.  Our primary  
focus will be getting both the interior and exterior of the parsonage ready for the arrival 
of Pastor Grimenstein and his family.  Interior work will focus on giving the home a good, 
deep cleaning from top to bottom and the exterior work will focus on the clean up of the 
parsonage grounds and the mulching of the parsonage beds and various other beds 
around the church property.   
The exterior work is certainly weather dependent, but the  interior work will go on     

regardless of the forecast! 
The Work Day will get started immediately following the late service so bring a lunch, some cleaning supplies and 
yard work tools and help us demonstrate good stewardship of the beautiful property we are so blessed to call our 
church home!   

See John or Carrie Lemonovich or email us (lemonoje@gmail.com or clemonovich@yahoo.com) with questions. 

mailto:lemonoje@gmail.com


 

 

Preschool News 
Happy April! 

I thought it would be fun to show you all some pictures from our Lutheran 

Schools Week in March.  It was a huge success and fun was had by all!  Enjoy. 

Tracey Harris 

Madison Killinger prepares for our Spirit 

Night with a visit from the Chick-fil-a Cow. 

“Happy” the African Penguin from 

the Aviary amazes the children. 

Doug Krantz (aka Mr. Doug) plays “Take Me Out to the 

Ballgame” on the accordion as the children sing for 

their Dads  during Dads, Dudes, and Donuts. 

Martin Luther joins in the fun for Pajama Day! 

Brooke Glasser enjoys story time with “The Queen of Hearts” 

The Basket Raffle at our Ice Cream Social was a great success. 

The Bake Sale at our Ice Cream Social sure was yummy! 

I scream, you scream, we all scream for 

ice cream at the Ice Cream Social! 

Our Dads and Dudes enjoying a special song at 

Dad, Dudes, and Donuts. 



 

 

Zion Youth News and Events 

Vacation Bible School 

June 19-24 
  

Calling VBS Volunteers!!! 

Crafts helper– help emphasize Bible points in a fun, hands-on way 

Games helper– help incorporate Bible learning through energetic movement 

Nursery helpers 

Crew leaders – accompany a group of children to and from stations 

Crew leaders – assist crew leaders 

Interested in leading one of the above stations? Fill out a volunteer form or contact Katie       

Gielarowski:  sundayschool@zlcb.org or (724) 713-6523 

April Unit  

We know that Jesus is alive because of the witness of those who experienced the presence of the risen Je-

sus and by our own experiences of Jesus’ presence with us.  Enjoy celebrating Easter with your children 

and grandchildren, nieces and nephews.  Easter is a time to celebrate God’s great, never-ending love.  Je-

sus is risen!  He is alive!  In the midst of our daily work, wherever we are, God calls to us.  “Come, follow 

me.” ~Matthew 4: 19 

Want to get involved with Sunday school?  Email Katie Gielarowski at sundayschool@zlcb.org.   
April Station Leaders 
Opening Devotions:  Barb Oechslein / Katie Gielarowski 
Storytelling Station:  Carrie Lemonovich 
Cooking Station: Kim Luedeman 
Art/Games Station:  Mike & Michelle Wallace 

 
SPRING PROJECT - April 30th during the Sunday school hour.  Stay tuned for details!! 

 

mailto:sundayschool@zlcb.org
mailto:sundayschool@zlcb.org


 

 

Vicar’s Book of the Month 

Bless These Lips Women’s Bible Study is 

back by popular demand!!  Our 18th 

Women’s Bible Study will begin on April 

18th.  We encourage you to attend this 

great bible study!  Join us on Tuesdays 

from 7:15pm—8:45 pm in Zion’s Fellow-

ship Hall.  All women are encouraged to 

join us!!   

Zion’s Stephen Leader 

Kristen Neill 

Zion’s Stephen Ministers 

Clara Hayes 

Marian Oelschlager 

Robb Oelschlager 

Sandy Quinlan 

John Gielarowski 

Katie Gielarowski 

We welcome the following members to   

Zion’s Stephen Ministry program!   

Jim Neill 

Marylou Neill 

Deborah Sterba 

Jean Ma 

Need someone to listen or know 

someone who does?   

A Stephen Minister is here to help! 

For information, contact Kristin Neill at                             

Kristen.neill@gmail.com or Pastor Carlson at                  

pastorcarlsonlcms@gmail.com.  

We take a bit of a different turn with Vicar's book of the month for April. So far our books 
have been theological works, focusing on a specific aspect of the Christian faith. Our book 
this month is a devotional one, "Luther's Prayers". As you probably know, 2017 is the 
500th anniversary of the posting of the 95 theses to the door of the castle church in 
Wittenberg, what many consider the beginning of the Protestant Reformation. As we  
reflect on the reformation and the renewed emphasis on God's grace that came with it, it 
is helpful to read some of what came from Luther himself. Many people argue about 
where to start with Luther. I think the small and large catechisms are the best starting 
place, others would say the bondage of the will or the Heidelberg disputation. But the 
place where I learned to love Luther's writings was when I started to use his prayers. In 
this book, you have a chance to pray the prayers Luther wrote. They won't focus on the 
man Luther, they will focus on Christ and Him alone. I pray that this month's book will be 
a blessing in your devotional life! 

mailto:Kristen.neill@gmail.com
mailto:pastorcarlsonlcms@gmail.com


 

 

Service Participants 
Date Time Greeters Acolytes Nursery 

April 2 8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Wayne & Kathleen Conn 

Robb & Alaina Oelschlager 

Joey Ackerman 

Leah Luedeman 

Nell Wilson, Tess 

Carter & Susie Bishop 

April 9 

 

Installation 

8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 

2:00 PM 

Brent & Marianne Miller & 

Millie Thielet 

Janet & Marian Oelsclager 

Matt Liberatore 

Augie Bishop 

 

Anna Gresh &  

Augie Bishop 

Palm Sunday—No 

Nursery 

April 16 

Easter Sunday 

8:00 AM 

 

10:30 AM 

Peter & Barbara Fisher 

 

Linda & Mike Kroeger 

Ava Pasquini & Matt 

Liberatore 

Lara Luedeman & John 

Garrubba 

Easter Sunday - 

No Nursery 

April 23 8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Robert & Diana Schmidt 

Kristen Neill 

Joey Ackerman 

Leah Luedeman 

Megan & Ava Pasquini 

& Marian Oelschlager 

April 30 8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Jack & Jacque Oelsclager 

Vince & Ginny Kimberland 

Ava Pasquini 

Augie Bishop 

Megan Glasser, Deb 

Sterba & Lara 

Luedeman 

May 7 8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Ron & Judy Meier 

Chuck & Debbie LaJeunesse 

Matt Liberatore 

John Garrubba 

Megan Meyer, Carly & 

Darla Rockovich 

May 14 8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Brian & Megan Pasquini 

John & Katie Gielarowski 

Ava Pasquini 

Lara Luedeman 

Brittany Dill, Sydney 

Januesy & Leah 

Luedeman 

Month Elders Altar Guild 8:00 AM Ushers 10:00 AM Ushers 

April Mike Sterba 

Mike Wallace 

Debbie LaJeunesse, 

Carrie Lemonovich & 

Carolyn Wible 

Carl Bauer, Gene Koop, 

Ron Meier, & Jack 

Oelschlager 

Sam Dragan, Vince 

Kimberland, Bill 

Koester, & Chuck     

LaJeunesse 

May Mike Kroeger 

James Neill 

Barb Oechslein,    

Megan Pasquini,    

Diane Schmidt 

Kathleen Conn, Bill 

Schrag, Janet & Larry 

Zreliak 

Ross Chilcott, Dan  

Harris, Lois Sauro, & 

Ted Siek 

If you are unable to participate on the assigned date, please find your own substitute and notify the church office 

(412) 221-4776 or secretary@zlcb.org of the change. 

Visit our website for past sermons, informative videos, thought-provoking articles, pictures from recent church 

events, and updated information about upcoming events. Check it out: zlcb.org 

http://zlcb.org


 

 

2 Tom Richards 

3 Bella Bechtold 

4 David Hutula 

5 Samantha Walsh 

6 Barbara Fisher 

6 Michelle Hunsberger 

6 Alyssa Mance 

6 Millie Thielet 

7 John Endler 

7 Sandy Quinlan 

8 Rae Murphy 

9 Bradyn Long 

11 Eric Geary 

11 Rachel Klemash 

 

13 Jeff Larson 

14 Ryan Albert 

15 Josiah Ackerman 

16 Sara Vallelunga 

18 Joseph DePalma 

18 Lauren Liberatore  

18 Ava Pasquini 

18 Louis Schrecker 

22 Joan Cisko 

23 Norman Dill 

24 Brittany Dill 

24 Pam Larson 

 

 

 

25 Michael Kroeger 

25 Mike Wallace 

27 Norm Erbrecht Sr.  

27 Heidi Holler 

27 Andrew Weldon 

28 Bob Schmidt 

28 Bethany Schrag 

29 Ryan Harris 

7 Tim & Carrie Albert 

8 Jeff & Pam Larson 

12 Frank & Elaine Ivancza 

14 Chuck & Debbie LaJeunesse 

18 Dale & Alice Miller 

21 Bill & Melanie Becker 

26 Carl & Karen Bauer 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
9am -4pm Witness-

ing Workshop 

2 
8:00 am Worship  

9:30 am Bible Class 
& Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship  
11:45 am Children’s 
Choir 
11:45 am  Board of 
Ed Meeting 
11:45 am Trustee 
Spring Clean up  

3 
7:00 pm Confirma-

tion 

7:30 pm Trustees 

Meeting 

4 5 
7:00 pm Lenten 

Service 

6 
10:00 am Bible 

Study 

7:00 pm Choir Prac-

tice  

7:30 pm Elders 

Meeting 

7 8 
8:00 am Men’s Bible 

Breakfast 

9 Palm Sunday 
8:00 am Worship 

w/ Communion 

9:30 am Bible Class 
& Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
w/ Communion 

FOOD BANK    
COLLECTION 

 
2:00 pm Installation 
of Pastor Grimen-
stein 

10 
7:00 pm Confirma-

tion 

11 12 
7:00 pm Lenten 

Service 

13 
10:00 am Bible 

Study 

 

7:00 pm Maundy 

Thursday Service 

14 
7:00 pm Good   

Friday Service 

15 
8:00 am Men’s Bible 

Breakfast 

 

9:30 am Men’s 

Choir Practice 

16 EASTER! 
8:00 am Worship 

w/ Communion 

9:30 am Easter 
Breakfast 
10:30 am Worship 
w/ Communion 

17 
 

18 
7:15 pm Women’s 

Bible Study 

19 
7:00 pm Worship 

with Bible Study 

20 
10:00 am Bible 

Study 

7:00 pm Choir Prac-

tice  

21 22 
8:00 am Men’s Bible 

Breakfast 

23 
8:00 am Worship 

w/ Communion 

9:30 am Bible Class 
& Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
w/ Communion 
11:45 am Children’s 
Choir 

24 
7:00 pm Confirma-

tion 

25 
6:30 pm Sunday 

School Meeting 

 

7:15 pm Women’s 

Bible Study 

26 
7:00 pm Worship 

with Bible Study 

27 
10:00 am Bible 

Study 

7:00 pm Choir Prac-

tice  

28 29 
8:00 am Men’s Bible 

Breakfast 

9:30 am Men’s 

Choir Practice 

11:30 am Middle 

School Youth Event 

30 
8:00 am Worship 

w/ Communion 

9:30 am Bible Class 
& Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
w/ Communion 
11:45 am Children’s 
Choir 
11:45 am Stephen 
Ministry 

 

April 2017 

He is not here, for He has RISEN, just as He 

said. Come, see the place where He lay. 

Matthew 28:6 



 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

3197 Washington Pike 

Bridgeville, PA 15017 
Sunday morning worship at 8:00am and 10:30am 

Zion Lutheran Church 

3197 Washington Pike  

Bridgeville, PA 15017 

www.zlcb.org 

(412) 221-4776 


