
Isaiah 49:1-7, The Second “Servant Song” 
Context: At this point in Isaiah, we have heard of the failure of Israel. They 
strayed from their God, didn’t guard his commandments, etc. We’ve also 
heard of the coming restoration of Israel. Although God brought judgement at 
the hands of foreign armies, he will bring the people back- to the land and to 
himself. 

Israel is presented as an unfaithful nation, failing to do what God has   
commanded. They are set in their ways, ignorant to God’s will. We 
see the frustration of Yahweh’s servant at this fact.  
They broke the first commandments, straying to other Gods. 
They failed to uphold the moral law- justice and mercy to the poor 

and oppressed. 
They were not a light to the nations, they failed to be the blessing 

that God desired them to be. 
Yahweh appoints a servant to do what Israel cannot do. The servant will BE 

ISRAEL 
Israel wasn’t faithful to God- the servant will be. 
Israel was supposed to follow the will of God and failed- the serv-

ant will succeed.  
Israel found its strength anywhere but with Yahweh- God is the 

servant’s strength. 
Israel is supposed to be a light to the nations but can’t even handle 

its’ own spiritual wellbeing- the servant will be a light to the 
Gentiles. 

When we look at the 10 commandments, we have no room to look down 
on the people of Israel. 
We place things in the place of God, relying on them instead of his 

grace and mercy 
We fail to speak up or act on behalf of the downtrodden and the 

oppressed. 
We fail to share the good news at all times 

God sent Christ to do what Israel could not, and what we could not. 
Jesus remained faithful and did not stray from his Heavenly Father 
Jesus fulfilled the entire law. 
Jesus did not hesitate to take the Gospel to all nations 

Where does this leave us? 
As he did not abandon Israel, God did not abandon you. He sent 

his servant in Israel’s place, he sent Jesus in your place 
As God expected a change in his people upon return to the land, 

he expects us to live as his holy people. 
We are in a cycle- We work to do God’s will. We fail. We trust in 

Christ who has done everything for us. 
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