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MIDWEEK SERVICES will continue throughout the season of Advent.  Don’t 
forget to come early for our Advent Dinners (starting at 6:00, served in the 
basement).   Our theme for these Midweek Services is: The Advents of Christ.  
We hope you’ll be able to make it out to Zion for our Midweek Services! 
 
BIBLE IN A YEAR.  Back in 2012, we read the Bible in a year together as a 
congregation.  Due to the overwhelming popularity of that venture, we are going 
to do it again in 2016.  Reading lists will be available on the church’s website, 
Facebook page, in the bulletin and in the monthly newsletter.  Sermons will be 
based on the readings from the week, and Bible studies will give us an 
opportunity to discuss what we have been reading together.  All it takes is 15 
minutes each day and you’ll read the Bible in a year!   
 
INTERESTED IN JOINING ZION?  While not necessary for salvation, visible 
membership in a congregation is, theologically speaking, a good idea.  We’d love 
to have you (and your family) become part of our fellowship!  Talk with Pastor 
Duncan or contact the church office if you are interested in learning more about 
church membership. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL for children and adults is offered on Sunday morning, 
starting at 9:15.  We have some incredible and dedicated teachers who would 
love to share the good news of Jesus with your children!  Pastor Duncan leads 
the adult class in the basement; we are currently studying the Gospel of Mark. 
 
SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY.  Coming in January, we will jump back in to our 
study of Romans on Wednesday evenings.  Come and join us as we study the 
book of Romans together.  The fun starts January 2nd at 7:00pm.     
 
DID YOU KNOW that Zion supports missionaries to India and the Dominican 
Republic?  Rev. Edward Naumann is working on starting a Lutheran seminary 
to serve the church in southern India and Sri Lanka.  Bill Lohmeyer is working 
with the local church in the Dominican Republic to develop financially 
sustainable ministries to ensure long term stability and growth.  It is a privilege 
to support these two missions and be a part of what God is doing in all nations!   
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship! 

  
Welcome to Midweek Advent Worship! 
  
Here’s to hoping you took full advantage of the Advent Dinner before the 
service.  Last week it was Italian cuisine.  Tonight it was Mexican fare.  Next 
week.  Oh, next week.  Smoked pulled pork.  Yeah.  See you at dinner!   
  
But enough about food.  On to tonight’s topic: the Advents of Christ.  Last 
week, we took a look at Christ’s first Advent, the events leading up to his 
birth in Bethlehem in the days of Herod.  Tonight, we are going to take a look 
at Christ’s Second Advent: his coming at the end of the age to judge and to 
save all people.   
  
What will it be like when Christ returns?   
Jesus predicted it.  Paul taught it.  Revelation describes it.   
The return of Christ at the end of the age is the hope of every Christian.  Not 
death.  Not heaven.  Not some sort of man-made kingdom of God on 
earth.  The return of Christ is the thing we hope for because it means the end 
of sin and death and the beginning of our life in the New Heavens and the 
New Earth, where we will enjoy the presence of God and, in the words of 
Jesus, drink the fruit of the vine with him in his Father’s kingdom. 
  
God bless your time in worship this evening! 
  
-Pastor Duncan   
 

 
Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor  Pastor’s Phone: 412-667-0967 
 Office Phone: 412-221-4776 
 www.zlcb.org 



4 
 

The Divine Service  
The Prelude 
 

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance books.  Thank you!!) 
 

Introduction to Worship and Announcements 
 

Hymn Sing 
 

The Invocation 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        
   
Confession of Sins   
 

Pastor:  Before we listen to God’s Word read and proclaimed, let us  
  confess our sins.  Even on a good day, we sin against God with  
  our thoughts, words and deeds and stand in need of his   
  forgiveness.  Therefore, trusting in his mercy through Jesus  
  Christ, let us confess our sins to our heavenly Father. 
People:  Father in heaven, I ask that you would have mercy on me,  
  forgive me all of my sins and lead me to live a life worthy  
  of the calling I have received as your baptized child.  I have 
  done what is evil in your sight and need your help.  Have  
  mercy on me, Lord.  Amen.   
 

Absolution Spoken by the Pastor 
 

People:  Amen. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  … Lord, in your mercy. 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
(Please be seated) 
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The Reading:  Matthew 24:36-51 
 

   “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. For as were the days of Noah, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man.  For as in those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered 
the ark,  and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and 
one left.  Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one 
left.  Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming.  But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into.  Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect. 
  “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his 
household, to give them their food at the proper time?  Blessed is that servant whom 
his master will find so doing when he comes.  Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all 
his possessions.  But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is 
delayed,’  and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks 
with drunkards,  the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect 
him and at an hour he does not know  and will cut him in pieces and put him with the 
hypocrites.  In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
 

The Sermon Hymn: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
  
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
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Thine own from Satan’s tyranny 
From depths of Hell Thy people save 
And give them victory over the grave 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
  
O come Thou key of David come 
And open wide our heavenly home 
Where all the saints with thee shall dwell 
O come, O come, Emmanuel 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee O Israel 
  
O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here 
And drive away the shades of night 
And pierce the clouds and bring us light 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
 

Sermon 
 

(Please stand) 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and buried. 
 He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 

(Please be seated) 
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The Collection of the Offering 
 

(Please stand) 

The Benediction  
 

The Recessional: (Savior of the Nations, Come) 332 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Service Participants
 

Pastor: Rev. Duncan McLellan 
Music Director: Mark Killinger 
Pianist: Sandra Quinlan 
The Elders: Mike Sterba & Neil Ackerman 
The Greeters: TBD 
The Acolyte: Elder 
Altar Guild:    Janet, Marian and Molly Oelschlager 
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