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Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church!

Welcome to Worship

This evening, we come together to mourn, remember and celebrate the death
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our readings for this evening all come from the
Gospel of St. Matthew, and will lead us from the Garden of Gethsemane,
through the trials before Caiaphas and Pilate, and up to Golgotha.

If you have never been to a Good Friday service here at Zion, we follow what
is called a “Tenebrae” style of worship, where lights are dimmed as we get
closer and closer to the death of Jesus, the Light of the World. The Bible is
slammed shut after Jesus dies, symbolizing the stone that is rolled in front of
Jesus’ tomb, sealing him in until the Day of Resurrection. The cross is
lowered (symbolizing the humble death our Lord suffered) and placed on the
altar (symbolizing the atoning sacrifice Jesus’ death is for all people). The
service ends in silence and darkness, as we are left waiting and wondering
what will happen next.

The death and resurrection of Jesus is the heart and soul of the Christian
faith. Without these, our salvation would be at best in question, and at
worse, impossible. Because Jesus died in our place, any penalty we would
have otherwise faced for our disobedience and sin has been paid for by
Jesus. And because he rose from the dead, we know that death—which still
tragic—is not final; we will live forever with Jesus.

God bless your time in worship this evening!

--Pastor Duncan

Rev. Duncan McLellan, Pastor
www.zlcb.org Office Phone: 412-221-4776
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The Service of the Word

(Please take a moment to fill out the Attendance Books, located at either end of the pew. Thank you!)

The Prelude

Introduction to Worship and Announcements

(please stand)

Opening Hymn: Go to Dark Gethsemane 436
The Invocation

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

The Confession and Absolution

Pastor: This evening we come together to remember with somber joy
the amends-making sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ for the
sins of the world. As we do so, we come face to face with the
humbling reality that it was our sins that deserve the
punishment Jesus received. You and I are the reason Jesus
suffered as he did. Therefore, let us confess our sins to the one
who laid his life down for us, trusting in the mercy of God and
the sufficiency of the sacrifice he made with his own blood on
the cross.

People: Lord Jesus Christ, I confess that I have sinned. I have
sinned against strangers. I have sinned against people I
know. I have sinned against people I call my friends. I
have sinned against my own family. I have sinned against
you. Forgive my sins with the blood of your cross. Blot out
my transgressions with the blood of your cross. Restore
me to a right relationship with you by the blood of your
cross. By the blood of your cross, save me. Amen.

The Absolution



The First Song: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 449

Matthew 26:30-46
Ancl when tl’aeg had sung a hgmn, theg went out to the Mount of Olives.

T]’]Cﬂ Jcsus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. Foritis
written, | will strike the sl—\eplﬁercl, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But
after | am raised up, | will go before you to (alilee” Peter answered him, “Though
theﬂ all fall away because oxcgou, | will never fall away.” Jesus said to him, “Tru]g, | tell
you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” [eter said
to him, “[_ven if | must die with you, | will not deny you!” And all the discfples said the
same.

Then Jcsus went with them to a Placc called Gethsemane, and he said to his
éiscip]es, «Sit here, while | go over there and Prag.” And taking with him Peter and
the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to
them, “M3 soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” And
going a little farther he fell on his face and Praged, saying, “M\Lj Father, if it be
Possib]e] let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as you will> And he
came to the clisciplcs and found them slcePing. And he said to Peter, “So, could you
not watch with me one hour? \Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.
The sPirit indeed is wi”ing, but the flesh is weak.” Again, for the second time, he went
away and prayed, “My [Father, if this cannot pass unless | drink it, your will be done.”
And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were lﬂeavg. So, Ieaving
them again, he went away and Pragecl for the third time, saying the same words again.
Then he came to the clisciPIes and said to them, “SICCP and take your rest later on.
See, the houris at hand, and the Son of Man is betragecl into the hands of sinners.
Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”

The First Devotion



The Second Song: When I Behold Jesus Christ 542
Matthew 26:47-75

While he was still speaking, Juclas came, one of the twelve, and with him a
great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief Priests and the elders of the Pcople‘
Now the betraﬂer had given them a sign, saying, “Thc one | will kiss is the man; seize
him”> And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Grcctings, Kabbil” And he kissed
him. Jesus said to him, “["riend, do what you came to do.” T hen they came up and laid
hands on Jesus and seized him. And behold, one of those who were with Jesus
stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest
and cut off his ear. T hen Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its P]ace. For
all who take the sword will Perish }35 the sword. Do you think that | cannot aPPeal to
my Fatl—zer, and he will at once send me more than twelve Iegions of ange]s’.’ But how
then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be s07” At that hour Jesus said
to the crowds, “[Jave you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to
capture me? Da9 after dag | satin the tcmP]e teaching, and you did not seize me. But
all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then
all the clisciP]es left him and fled.

T hen those who had scized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high Priest, where
the scribes and the elders had gathered‘ And Feter was Fo”owing him at a distance,
as far as the courtgard of the high Priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to
see the end. Now the chief Priests and the whole council were seeking false testimong
against Jesus that theg might put him to death, but they found none, though many
false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, <] his man said, J am
able to clestrog the temple of (God, and to rebuild it in three cla\tjs.’” And the high
priest stood up and said, “/ave you no answer to make? \What is it that these men
testify against you?” PBut Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, ¢|
adjure you by the lving Giod, tell us f you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus
said to him, “You have said so. Put | tell you, from now on you will see the Son of
Man seated at the right hand of Fower and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then
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the high Priest tore his robes and said, “/ e has uttered blasphemy. What further
witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemg. What is 3ourjuc{gment’?”
Theg answered, ‘I e deserves death.” | hen theg spit in his face and struck him.
And some s]aPPecl him, saying, “Frophesg to us, you Christt Who is it that struck
3ou?”

Now Peterwas sitting outside in the courtyarcl. And a servant girl came up to
him and said, “You also were with Jesus the (Galilean.” But he denied it before them
a”, saying, “] do not know what you mean.” Anc{ when he went out to the entrance,
another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanclcrs} “This man was with
Jesus of Nazareth.” And again he denied it with an oath: | do not know the man.”
After a little while the b\tjstanclers came up and said to Peter, “Ccrtainlg you too are
one of thcm, Foryour accent bctrags 3ou.” Then he began to invoke a curse on
himself and to swear, “] do not know the man.” And immediatela the rooster crowed.
Ancl Fcter remembered the saging omcjcsus, “Be]core the rooster crows, you will cleny
me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterlg‘

The Second Devotion
The Third Song: The Lamb 547

Matthew 27:1-14
When morning came, all the chief Pricsts and the elders of the People took

counsel against Jesus to put him to death. And they bound him and led him away and
delivered him over to Pilate the governor.

Then when Judas, his betrager, saw that Jesus was conclemned, he clwangecl
his mind and brought back the thirtg Pieces of silver to the chief Priests and the elc{ers,
saying, “| have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” T hey said, “What is that to us?
Seetoit gourselmc.” And throwing down the Pieces of silver into the templc, he
departed, and he went and hanged himself. Put the chief priests, taking the pieces of
silver, said, “|t is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” So

theg took counsel and bought with them the Potter‘s field as a burial Placc for
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strangers. T herefore that field has been called the [Field of Bloocl to this dag‘ T hen
was fulfilled what had been sPoken }33 the ProPIﬁet Jeremiah saying, « And they took
the thirty picces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the
sons of |sracl, and they gave them for the potter's field, as the |_ord directed me.”
Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are gou
the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” Put when he was accused by
the chief Priests and elders, he gave no answer. Tl’\@ﬂ Filate said to him, “Do you not
hear how many things thcy testi% against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even

to a sing]e charge, so that the governor was greatlg amazed.

The Third Devotion
The Fourth Song: Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 451
Matthew 27:15-31

Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any
one Prisoner whom tl‘ICH wanted. And theg had then a notorious Prisoner called
Barabbas. So when theg had gathereé, Filate said to them, “Whom do you want me
to release for you: Parabbas, or Jesus who'is called Christ?” [For he knew that it was
out of envy that they had delivered him up. Besides, while he was sitting on the
_juc{gment seat, his wife sent word to him, “[Jave nothing to do with that rightcous man,
for | have suffered much because of him toclag in a dream.” Now the chief Priests and
the elders Persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and clestrog Jesus. Tl‘!C
governor again said to them, “\Which of the two do you want me to release for you?”
And they said, “Barabbas.” [ilate said to them, T hen what shall | do with Jesus
who'is called Christ?” They all said, «|_et him be crucified” And he said, “\Why, what
evil has he done?” But theg shouted all the more, “| et him be crucified?”

So when Filate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was
beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, | am

innocent of this man's blood; see to it 3ourse]ves.” Ancl all the People answcrcd, “r‘lis
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blood be on us and on our childrent” T hen he released for them PBarabbas, and

having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

Then the soldicrs of the governor took Jesus into the governor's
headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped
him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it
on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked
him, saying, “ail, King of the Jewsl” And thcg sPit on him and took the reed and
struck him on the head. And when theg had mocked him, theﬂ stripped him of the robe
and put his own clothes on him and led him away to cruchcg him.

The Fourth Devotion
The Fifth Song: Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 761

Matthew 27:32-44
As theg went out, they found a man of Cgrene, Simon bg name. T!‘xeg

compe”ecl this man to carry his cross. And when theg came to a Place called
Golgotha (which means Flace of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with
ga”, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him,
theg divided his garments among them Bg casting lots. T hen ’chey sat down and kePt
watch over him there. And over his head they put the charge against him, which read,
“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” T hen two robbers were crucified with him, one
on the right and one on the left. And those who Passec{ bg derided him, wagging their
heads and saying, “Y ou who would c{estrog the temPle and rebuild it in three dags,
save 3ourselﬁ ]Fgou are the Son of (God, come down from the cross.” So also the
chief Priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked l‘n’m, saging, “He saved otl—zers; he
cannot save himself. [ e is the King of |srael; let him come down now from the cross,
and we will believe in him. [He trusts in (God; let (God deliver him now, if he desires him.
Forhe said, | am the Son of (God”” And the robbers who were crucified with him

also reviled him in the same way.



The Fifth Devotion
The Sixth Song: Beautiful Savior 537
Matthew 27:45-61

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth
hour. And about the ninth hourjesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, i, I,
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My (5od, my (5od, why have you forsaken me?” And
some of the }Jgstanclers, hearing it, said, | his man is ca“ing E]ﬂah"’ And one of them
at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and putitona reed and gave it
to him to drink. PBut the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elgah will come to save
him”> And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and 3ie]clccl up his sPirit.

And behold, the curtain of the temPle was torn in two, from top to bottom.
Ancl the earth sl-lool(, and the rocks were sPIit‘ Tl‘le tombs also were oPened. And
many bodies of the saints who had fallen as]eep were raised, and coming out of the
tombs after his resurrection theg went into the holﬂ city and aPPearecl to many. When
the centurion and those who were with l‘lim, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the
earthquake and what took P]ace, theg were filled with awe and said, “Tru]g this was
the Son of (God?”

T here were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had
followed Jesus from (Galilee, ministering to him, among whom were Mar9 Magc{a]ene
and Mary the mother oFJames and JOSCP!‘] and the mother of the sons of Zebec{ee‘

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph,
who also was a disciple of Jesus. [1e went to Filate and asked for the boclg of Jesus.
T hen Filate ordered it to be given to him. And Joseph took the bodg and wraPPec{ it
in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock.
And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. Mar9
Magdalene and the other Marg were there, sitting oPPositc the tomb.

The Sixth Devotion



The Seventh Song: Were You There

The Lord’s Prayer (Spoken softly by the Congregation)
The Strepitus

The Ringing of the Bell and Lowering of the Cross

The Congregation leaves in silence.

456
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Pastor: Rev. Duncan McLellan
Organist: Sandra Quinlan
Elders: Bill Bishop & Peter Fisher
Acolyte
Ushers: Brian Pasquini, Dale Miller, Barb & Wayne Oechslein
Ross Chilcott, Dan Harris, Vince Kimberland, Chuck LaJeunesse
Altar Guild: Janet, Marian Oelschlager
Bulletin Cover Kristen Neill
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